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Telegraph 
transmits 
more lies 


THE DAILY Telegraph is 
continuing to print allegations 
based on documents found in Iraq. 
Last week the Telegraph’s 


accusations sparked the witch-hunt 
against George Galloway. 

The latest allegations are so 
outlandish that even the secret 
services have cast doubt on them. 

Journalist Philip Smucker, 
writing in the US magazine the 
Christian Science Monitor, claims 
he saw documents in Baghdad 
showing the Iraqi regime handed 
George Galloway £6 million. 

Smucker also works for the 
Telegraph. He says he found 
evidence of a link between the Iraqi 
regime and an African group with 
alleged Al Qaida links. MI6 
disputes US efforts to link Saddam 
Hussein to Al Qaida. 

Telegraph journalist David 
Blair found the documents in 
Baghdad that became the basis of 
allegations against Galloway. 

The Telegraph journalists both 
use the initials IRIS to refer to the 
Iraqi intelligence service. Every 
other English journalist uses the 
initials IIS. Experts in Arabic and 
the Iraqi regime were surprised to 
find the initials IRIS and the name 


of the secret service INENGLISH 
in the document David Blair 
produced. 

There are also inconsistent 
dates on the document. It was 
supposedly from January 2000 but 
refers to Dr Amina Abu Zaid as 


didn’t marry until two months later. 
This is not the first time the 
Telegraph group has come up with 
“scoops” which back up US hawks. 
The CIA sees the Islamist 
government in Sudan as an enemy. 


George Galloway’s wife—they 
In 1995 the Telegraph made 


claims about the extent of slavery 
in Sudan. Director of the African 
Rights organisation Alex de Waal 
said the claims “played upon lazy 
assumptions to raise public 
outrage”. 

In August 1998 the Telegraph 
claimed the Iraqi air force had been 
flown to Sudan to avoid destruction 
in the Gulf. That month the US 
bombed the Al Shifa medicine 
factory in Sudan. The Telegraph 
repeated the lie that the plant was 
used to make chemical weapons. 


In 1999 David Blair wrote in the 
Sunday Telegraph about Osama 
Bin Laden “buying child slaves 
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regime...and has never been trained 
as a terrorist or assassin.” 
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RICH IN BRITAIN 


Bunch of bankers 


TOP BOSSES have been toasting 
their salaries while their workers 
face cuts in jobs and pay. 

Barclays Bank chief executive 
Mike Barrett is getting a £1.7 
million annual pay package. The 
bank made 500 redundancies last 
year. A further 1,000 jobs are to be 
axed this year. 

The HSBC bank has given one 
of its new directors, William 
Aldinger, a pay package worth £37 
million. 

Unifi, the bank workers’ union, 
says HSBC has told its workforce 
they have to accept a below 
inflation pay rise this year, which 
means a pay cut. The average 
starting salary for a bank worker is 
£11,500 a year. 

Peter Ellwood, the Lloyds TSB 
chief, will retire next month ona 
pension worth £7.1 million. 

Lloyds TSB closed its final 
salary pension scheme to new 
workers in 1997. The bank axed 
4,100 jobs last year. 


100 own £79 billion 


THE VAST wealth of the super-rich 
in Britain and Ireland was laid out 
in the Sunday Times’s latest 
edition of its Rich List. 

The richest 1,000 people have a 
combined wealth of £155.86 
billion. 

Just over half of that wealth— 
some £79.2 billion—is in the 
pockets of just 100 people. 


Undeserving rich 


OVER A quarter of the richest 
1,000 did nothing to get their 
wealth. Some 247 of them sit on 
fortunes from inherited wealth. 

The richest man in Britain is the 
Duke of Westminster, worth nearly 
£5 billion. 

His family has profited from 
owning land that covers the 
wealthiest parts of London like 
Mayfair and Belgravia. 

His Grosvenor Group firm raked 
in £65,000 for selling a six foot by 
ten foot parking space in Mayfair. 


Tax exiles flock here 


“MANY HAVE their roots abroad 
but have found a haven in 
London.” 

That’s how the Sunday Times 
describes those tax exiles who 
flood to Britain for a better life 
paying less tax on their riches. 

The Norwegian shipping 
magnate John Fredriksen is one of 
them. 

Fredriksen has £475 million. 
Such economic migrants do not 
have to face any witch-hunts from 
papers such as the Sun, the Mail 
and the Express. 


Selfish Selfridge 


WORRYING ABOUT what your 
pension will be worth when you 
retire? 

Philip Green, boss of the 
fashion chain Arcadia which 
includes Top Shop and Miss 
Selfridge, isn’t concerned. 

The Sunday Times reports he 
has “the best pension plan for life, 
which will probably be able to pay 
him £50 million a year for ever as a 
dividend”. 
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after more blood 


STEEL GIANT Corus wrecked yet 
more lives as it slashed another 
1,150 jobs on Tuesday. 

The company ended steel production 
at the Stocksbridge plant in South York- 
shire and cleared the way for another 
2,900 job losses and the closure of the 
Teesside plant at Redcar. 

As a result of this week’s announce- 
ment hundreds of jobs will go at Stocks- 
bridge and other cuts will be made at 
Llanwern in South Wales, Rotherham, 
Teesside and Tipton in the West Midlands. 

The end of Stocksbridge steelmaking 
also raises questions about the future of 
the Avesta plant which is contained within 
the complex. 

Over 10,000 jobs have gone at Corus 
during the last two years. 

Like quack medieval doctors, Corus 
managers demand more bleeding as the 


PRIVATISATION SCANDALS 


More protests needed now at Corus 


patient weakens. 

The company has drawn back from im- 
mediately closing Teesside. Instead it will 
pitch the plant onto the international 
market. 

Corus will no longer use Teesside’s 


steel and the plant will have to try to sell 
its output on the global market. If it does 
not make money, the plant will close. 

Teesside workers have been flogging 
their guts out. 

In March they produced 40,000 tonnes 
of steel in seven days, shattering all previ- 
ous records. 

Their reward is to be abandoned. The 
“crisis” which Corus blames for job cuts 
does not mean any pain for management. 

Philippe Varin, the newly appointed 
chief executive, will grab a pay package 
worth at least £1.6 million. 

The steel workers’ ISTC union has 
pointed to the fat cat salaries of the previ- 
ous Corus management. But it has not 
confronted the job losses head on with 
effective action. 

Only marches, strikes and occupations 
can halt Corus’s continual bloodletting. 


PFI does mean less hospital beds 


ONE OF the government’s 


acute, surgical and intensive 


materialised. 


The costs of PFI stalled 


A report by health 


IN BRIEF 


Tests damage 
ourchildren 


“NUT NONSENSE”. That is how Tony 
Blair dismissed the decision of teachers 
in the NUT union to ballot on boycotting 
tests for seven, 11 and 14 year olds. 

Blair’s testing mania is damaging the 
health of young children. Research this 
week found that over one third of seven 
year olds in England were seriously 
stressed by the SATs tests. 

Apoll of parents by YouGov for the 
Times Educational Supplementfound 
that one in five seven year olds spends 
so much time preparing for tests that 
they spend less time on play. 

One inten seven year olds were 
reduced to tears and so worried about 
the test that they lost sleep. By the time 
they are 11, two thirds of children show 
signs of stress as they prepare for 
exams. A quarter of 11 year olds have 
lost confidence. 


Council taxup 
94% in decade 


MILLIONS OF workers will find 
themselves worse off due to hefty 
council tax rises this year. The average 
council tax bill in England has gone from 
£568 in 1993, when the Tories 
introduced the tax, to an average of 
£1,102 this year. 

That’s an increase of 94 percent. 
Earnings rose by 50 percent in the same 
period. The council tax has risen on 
average by 12.9 percent this year. 


Whatis truth 
about crime? 


CRIME IS falling, but media hysteria 
means most people think it’s going up. 

Two thirds of people questioned ina 
major survey said burglaries were on the 
increase. Burglaries fell by 11 percent 
last year. 

More than two thirds think street 
crime is going up. Itis static. 

It’s the rich who really think crime is 
soaring. Nine out of ten people from 
households earning £50,000-plus a year 
think street crime is rising. 

Only four in ten people on incomes 
below £5,000 a year think street crime is 
going up. 


Public cheaper 
than private 


THE ROOF magazine, published by the 
highly reputable Shelter housing 
charity, has damned New Labour’s 
housing policy. 


first flagship Private Finance 
Initiative (PFI) hospitals, the 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, 
has suffered widespread bed 
closures. 

New research last week, by 
Dr Matthew Dunnigan and 
Professor Allyson Pollock, 
said there was “compelling 
evidence” that the 
redevelopment of the hospital 
under PFI had led to a 24 
percent cut in beds in the 
Lothian area. 

By 2001 admission rates in 


Crash firm 


THE FIRST anniversary of 
the Potters Bar rail crash, in 
which seven people died, is 
next week. 

Jarvis, the engineering 
firm that was responsible for 
the track where the crash 
happened, is being rewarded 
with a £1.9 million 
government contract to 
“advise failing schools”. 

Royds Hall school in 
Huddersfield is experiencing 
how Jarvis can wreck a 
school. 

“Last week we had the 


care specialities had fallen far 
below those in the rest of 
Scotland. 

The PFI scheme aimed to 
cut beds by 20 percent in order 
to cut costs. The government 
said community facilities 
would make up for the 
shortfall. 

The research found the 
number of delays in sending 
patients home had soared 15 
percent above the Scottish 
average because alternative 
community facilities had not 


rewarded 


students away on holiday and 
arrangements had been made 
for electrical and plumbing 
work,” said headteacher 
Wendy Bradford. 

“On Thursday the local 
subcontractors ordered 
their men off the site because 
they said they hadn’t been 
paid by Jarvis. 

“On Friday emergency 
payments were made. They 
worked over the weekend, 
which must have cost more 
in Saturday and Sunday 
extra payments.” 


efforts to improve community 
care, so patients were admitted 
later and stayed in hospital 
longer. 

Five acute hospitals in the 
area have closed. There have 
been bed reductions in the 
three remaining acute 
hospitals. 

Separate research has shown 
that NHS trusts are making 
money by treating richer private 
patients while the poor end up 
waiting longer for treatment. 


consultants Laing and Buisson 
found income gained by NHS 
trusts from treating private 
patients leapt by 7.6 percent 
last year. 

This comes as the 
government continues its 
unpopular move to set up 
elitist foundation hospitals. 

Tony Blair made clear this 
week that he is determined to 
“continue opening up” the 
NHS by “injecting into it the 
spirit of enterprise and 


initiative and motivation”. 


Socialist Review 
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CONG C=C eS 
LIBERATION 


The government has been pushing 
“stock transfer” of council housing— 
handing homes to private housing 
associations. It claims this is the only 
way millions of council tenants will get 
the renovation and repairs they need. 

The new study found that costs 
increased by 45 percent after transfer. 
Roof thinks the real picture could be 
worse still, with the costs of repair after 
privatisation coming to “£1,700 extra for 
each home transferred”. 

That comes from tenants’ rents and 
cuts to the money available to those still 
with the local council. 
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what we think 


AFTER THE war on Iraq, 
Tony Blair has declared 
war on the welfare state 
and the trade unions. 

Blair believes his position 
has been strengthened by the 
war. But he faces huge oppo- 
sition and sharp battles in the 
near future. 

Blair announced a whole- 
sale attack on the welfare state 
this week. 

In an interview in the Finan- 
cial Times this week he declared 
he wanted to “redraw the 1945 
welfare state settlement”. 

He wants to ditch the com- 
mitment that society should 
provide decent healthcare and 
education for those who 
cannot afford to pay. 

Blair will push ahead even 
further with private firms taking 
over in hospitals and schools. 

He even raised the idea of 
charges for health care, along- 
side fees for higher education 
and road use. 

He also fired a warning shot 
to union leaders, saying, “We 
will not give in, in any shape 
or form, to any resurgent 
union militancy.” 

He singled out the revolt 
against government policy at 
the teachers’ union conference, 
saying it was “N UT nonsense”. 

Even the Financial Times 
commented, “There are mo- 
ments when Mr Blair almost 
sounds like W ashington’s neo- 
conser vatives.” 


Depth of 
Opposition 


But Blair faces unprecedented 
opposition to his right wing 
domestic agenda. 

The key political inter- 
viewer in the Guardian, Jackie 
Ashley, gave a stark picture last 
week of the crisis inside the 
government. 

“Blair's power is not quite 
as all-encompassing as it might 


seem,” she wrote. 

“Of the key issues con- 
fronting him now — foundation 
hospitals, tuition fees, and the 
euro— none seems assured.” 

Even loyal ministers, she 
writes, “are : Ae that a big 
expansion of foundation hospi- 
tals would be a step too far”. 

She writes that it is only the 
support of the Tories that will 
enable Blair to push founda- 
tion hospitals through parlia- 
ment. But Blair could be 
beaten on tuition fees. 

“The government is in seri- 
ous danger of losing this one, as 
indeed ministers are privately 
acknowledging,” Ashley writes. 

Similarly no one should un- 
derestimate the depth of the 
opposition to Blair inside his 
own party. 

Ashley writes, “Some who 
have supported the war 
through gritted teeth are se- 
riously questioning what N ew 
Labour is all about now. 

“They are at last starting to 
talk, and to organise. They 
don’t want the first Labour 
government of the 21st cen- 
tury to go down in history as 
one that allied this country to 
a neo-conser vative US." 


Not just the 
awkward squad 


There is also growing resis- 
tance to Blair among the core 
of activists who have held the 
trade union and labour move- 
ment together for years. 

This opposition is not just 
from the “awkward squad” of 
left wing union leaders. It is 
also from those who have won 
elections against them. 

Kevin Curran, who recently 
beat a more left wing candi- 
date to become leader of the 
GMB union, said this week that 
the government faced “a huge 
fight” over the Private Finance 
Initiative, foundation hospitals 


~~ 
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Now Blair declares 
war on home front 


MARCHING AGAINST CORPORATE SLAUGHTER 


AWARD Day's 
WORK WE VER 
MILLED Ay ITT: 


a 


Campaigners and trade unionists marched through the City of London on Monday of this week to mark Workers’ Memorial Day. 
They demanded that the government introduce a law of corporate killing. Some 249 people were killed at work last year. 
Picture: Jess Hurd www.reportdigital.com 


and pensions. 

The weight of anti-war feel- 
ing across Britain sent panic 
through N ew Labour. 

Blair and his closest minis- 
ters admitted in the Guardian 
last week they feared the gov- 
ernment could fall during the 
vote in the Commons on Iraq. 


Home secretary D avid Blun- 
kett said, “Everyone believed 
that Tony had put his premier- 
ship on the line and those who 
are very close to him would go 
down with him.” 

Just 11 weeks ago two mil- 
lion people joined the biggest 
ever demonstration in Britain. 


National rally 


Organised by Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
Sponsored by Stop the War Coalition, Muslim Association of Britain, NUJ, QWU, RMT, Aslef and others 


Saturday 17 May 


1.30pm, Trafalgar Square, Lon 


And three weeks ago, at the 
end of the war, some 200,000 
marched in London. 

The latest attacks on the 
domestic front will alienate mil- 
lions more people who didn't 
join those marches. 

They will want to defend 
the NHS, will be sympathetic 


Make Thursday 1 Maya | of 


peop 


to teachers boycotting tests 
and furious at what is happen- 
ing to pensions. 

If the force of all of those 
angry over the war and do- 
mestic issues is linked to action 
from the unions then it can 
create a resistance that can 
turn the tables on Blair. 


e 


power 


against war, privatisation & racism 


Assemble 12 noon, Clerkenwell Green, 
Mo) atolo}alnce)amant- [cam comm ie-)i-l(et-]moxe[0l-]n> 


Called by London May Day Organising Committee, 
GLATUC, TUC & Globalise Resistance www.resist.org.uk 
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SARS: how bad 
Is the threat? 


THE MEDIA has reacted in typical fashion to 
the SARS flu-like disease. 

Truth has been the casualty in a media frenzy driven 
by the need to sell newspapers, outdo rivals, and push 
particular ideological agendas over issues like racism. 

Some, headed by the Daily Mail, talk as though we 
were all about to be wiped out by SARS. 


They warn of the “poten- 
ially catastrophic” threat, of 
disaster” and dire conse- 
uences here unless the 

ritish government intro- 
uces draconian measures. 

Others, including colum- 
ists in the Guardian and Ex- 
ress, react against this and 

ell us that there is nothing to 

orry about, and that you are 
ore likely to be killed 
alling down the stairs at 
ome than catch SARS. 

The same pattern has 
arked media reaction to 
ther serious new diseases, 

rom AIDS to BSE, over the 
ast 20 years. 

When AIDS first ap- 
eared some in the media 
arned that a new plague 
as about to sweep most of 
umanity away. 

Others dismissed AIDS 
ut of hand and railed against 
afe sex and other key mea- 
ures to contain it—with 
upert Murdoch’s Sun and 
unday Times leading the 
ack with this irresponsible 
onsense. 

SARS is undoubtedly se- 
ious and we should be wor- 
ied. But what is the truth 
bout the threat? 

Socialist and east London 
octor Kambiz Boomla ex- 
lains, “SARS appears to be 

hat is called a corona virus. 
ormally this is one of the 
auses of the common cold. 
ut this seems to be a new 
orm, one which has trans- 
erred to humans from ani- 
als in the way that a lot of 
lu viruses have done. 

“It seems to spread by 
ontact with respiratory 
ecretions—snot and saliva. 
ut it doesn’t seem to spread 
s easily as some other res- 
iratory infections which are 
uickly transmitted by, for 
xample, sneezing in the 
ame room. 


Contact 


“With SARS it seems the 
ontact has to be much more 
irect—physical contact with 
omeone or their respiratory 
ecretions. 

“You have to be in close 
ontact, not just in the same 
oom or on an aeroplane.” 

That does not mean the 
hreat is not real. 

“SARS is serious. It is 
illing somthing like one in 
50 people affected,” explains 
ambiz. “But you have to be 
lear on what the reality is and 
ot misunderstand the prob- 
em you are dealing with.” 

“The key to containing a 
isease like this is that you 
eed a very good public 
ealth infrastructure,” argues 

ambiz. 

“The people at the top of 
usiness and in governments 

across the 


PAUL McGARR 
diagnoses a 
severe case of 
media hype 


world are worried. 

“Some of their motivation 
is financial—they fear the 
impact on business. The 
mayor of Toronto made clear 
exactly this when he attacked 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion for advising people to 
avoid the city. 

“But governments in the 
West are reacting quite differ- 
ently to, say, malaria, which 
kills far more people—around 
3,000 children a day on the 
recent World Health Organi- 
sation figures. 

“The people who die from 
malaria are mostly poor and 
in the poorest countries. You 
don’t get malaria in the great 
centres of world capitalism. 

“And the rich in countries 
with malaria, along with the 
businessmen who visit these 
countries, can protect them- 
selves. They have air condi- 
tioned offices, homes and 
hotels, as well as many pre- 
ventive measures to limit their 
chances of getting malaria. 


Admit 


“SARS is more like 
cholera was in cities like 
London in the 19th century. 
The rich can’t quarantine 
themselves off from it. If 
there was a SARS epidemic 
ravaging the poor areas, the 
rich would suffer too. 

“In the 19th century that 
reality led to public health 
measures against cholera in 
the industrialised countries. 

“Today with SARS a real 
worry is that if it spreads to 
poorer countries where basic 
health infrastructure is absent 
it could get much worse 

“If SARS was to get out 
of control in countries like 
China it would be difficult to 
stop it coming to Britain or 
elsewhere. If it did, the key is 
how easily it spreads, and 
that is affected by public 
health measures and factors 
like overcrowding. 

“One of the worst mis- 
takes it seems to me in 
countries with SARS was to 
admit everyone to hospital. 

“That just helps spread the 
disease and impacts on other 
healthcare. For most people it 
would be better to have them 
under observation at home. 

“But many of the measures 
now being taken to try and 
control SARS are the right 
kind of thing—real resources 
are being put into it. 

“The question we should 
ask is, why can’t the same be 
done for other killer diseases 
like malaria, TB and AIDS? 

“In some of the press 
comment too there are a lot of 
totally unfounded things, and 
undercurrents of racism too 
with silly fears about Chinese 
restaurants and the like. 

“We should be concerned 
about SARS, but what is 
needed is rational public 
debate and health measures, 
not panic, and not rival news- 
papers pushing either over 
the top or stupidly compla- 
cent stories.” 


No. 8 
PARIS MOAYED 


Ceccccccescccccccccceccs 


THE BOSS of 
Jarvis, the rail 
maintenance firm, 
raked in a 65.7 
percent pay rise 
last year. 

Paris Moayedi got 
£595,000 and his firm 
recorded profits of 
£45 million. 

Jarvis profits 
from privatisation. 

It failed to replace 
the piece of track 
itatcva(-vem Comtal:) 
Hatfield rail crash. 


Tories are all 
out to sea 


KENT’S TORIES want 
thousands of people to 
come across the Channel 
from France to find a 
better life. 

No, they haven’t seen 
sense about refugees. 

The Tory council 
wants up to 10,000 
British people to buy 
cheap homes in the 
French town of Calais 
and commute to Britain. 

It is hoping to cook 
up a deal with 
Eurotunnel to introduce 
lower ticket prices for 
British travellers. 


Dying for ue 
company profits 


PATIENTS ARE dying in 
Romania after medical 
supplies were withdrawn 
by drug companies 
because of unpaid bills. 

Last week doctors at 
St Mary’s Hospital, in 
Tasi, had to decide which 
ten sick children would 
survive out of 21 as there 
was not enough medicine 
to treat them all. 

Doctors have begged 
on the streets for money 
to treat their patients. The 
sick are told to bring their 
own medical supplies. 

Patients needing 
intensive care have been 
told they will wait 
months for treatment. 


US has shocking 
weapons 


THE US has dodged 
laws banning explosive 
landmines by developing 
mines that electrocute 
people. 

The new landmine 
satisfies the letter of the 
1997 Ottawa Convention 
banned exploding 
landmines. But it can zap 
people with 50,000-volt 
shocks. 

It is being touted as a 
non-lethal security 
device. But Richard 
Lloyd of Landmine 
Action said, “If you’re 
pregnant, a child or old, 
the effects of 50,000 volts 
are potentially lethal.” 


Listen there- it’s 
Radio White House 


THEY CAN’T get Iraq’s 
lights on, but the US can 
open a new TV station that 
will broadcast to Iraq 24 
hours a day. 

“We don’t do propaganda,” 
says the station’s boss, Norman 
Pattiz. 

But the station has been set 
up with $30 million allocated 
by George Bush. 

And Pattiz sits on the board 
of Voice of America, a long- 
standing US government radio 
station. 

Last year Pattiz set up 
Voice of America’s Radio 
Sawa, which broadcast US 
propaganda throughout the war 
on Iraq. 

Pattiz is also Middle East 


A RELIGIOUS fanatic at the 
head of a justice department 
handing out death sen- 
tences and condemned by 
human rights groups. 

It’s not the Middle East— 
it’s the US. 

Attorney general John 
Ashcroft never misses his 
daily prayers. Since he has 
come to office Ashcroft has 
overruled federal prosecu- 
tors 28 times. Each time he 
has forced them to pursue 


FIGURE IT OUT 


l ! ; () 
is the amount in 
pounds that 
fraudster Stephen 
Hinchcliffe cost 
when he caused the 
Facia Group to 
crash. Hinchcliffe 
got a two-year 
suspended sentence. 


director at the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors, which is 
responsible for beaming pro- 
US propaganda into millions of 
homes across the world. 

And he is the man behind 
Westwood One, the US’s 
biggest commercial radio dis- 
tributor. Pattiz models West- 
wood One on the MTV music 
channel. 

“It was MTV that brought 
down the Berlin Wall,” Pattiz 
says. 

“When we play Jennifer 
Lopez, we talk about all the 
difficulties she has overcome. 
Those are the great stories 
about the kind of things that 
can happen to you when you 
live in a democracy.” 


FR‘VATE Bogs" 
HUGE PAY 


Fundamentally just racist 


death sentences that they 
did not think warranted. 

Of these 28 defendants, 
26 were from minorities but 
Ashcroft says there is “no 
evidence of racial bias” in 
federal death penalty cases. 

A new Amnesty Interna- 
tional report shows in the US 
black defendants convicted 
of killing whites are 15 times 
more likely to be sentenced 
to death than whites con- 
victed of killing blacks. 


THE BRITISH government 
is also manipulating the 
media, according to new 
research. 

Leading media researcher 
Roman Gerodimos from 
Bournemouth University 
analysed 128 media articles 
between September 2002 and 
March 2003. 

They showed that the gov- 
ernment kept shifting how 
they justified going to war. 

Gerodimos said last week, 
“There has clearly been a 
shift in the rhetoric of the 
government—the moral hu- 
manitarian argument became 
the argument for the profes- 
sional leadership of the prime 
minister.” 


[A BLACK man won £40,000 
compensation from the British 
police last week. 

When Francisco Borg was 
attacked by thugs in Cardiff in 
1997 he went to an officer for 
help. 

But when the thugs reap- 
peared and Francisco ran off 


the police arrested him. 


“We thought they were there 


to help us. But they turned and 


attacked us and arrested us,” 
he told the court last week. 


Can you afford to 
play it again, Sam? 


ENTERTAINMENT bosses 
are gleeful at the creation of 
a self destructing movie and 
music format that could force 
people to repeatedly buy 
recordings. 

MPEG-4 technology can 
wipe out or lock recordings 
after a time-limit or set 
number of plays. 

The recording auto-erase 
could kick in after just 20 
plays. 

If you want to listen to 
your favourite tracks after the 
cut-off point you will have to 
pay up again. 

The disc is designed not to 


play again until a fee is paid 
for a special “key” which can 
unlock the recording, or you 
have to buy a new version. 

The technology— 
developed by Apple, France 
Telecom, Philips, Mitsubishi, 
Samsung and Sun—is 
already a big hit with film and 
music traders. 

Larry Horn of MPEG-4 


says, “Limiting use is clearly 
what the industry wants.” 


The industry bosses may 


want it, but not the people 
who have to pay up again 


and again just to listen to 


their favourite music. 


df 


WHO SAYS? 


“Any efforts of 
anybody outside 
of Iraq to create 
an outsider’s 
version of what 
should take 
place for the 
Iraqi people by 
the Iraqi people 
in Iraq will not 
have much 
chance of 
SuCCeSS.” 

ARI FLEISCHER 


White House 
spokesman 


“The coalition 
and the coalition 
alone retains 
absolute 
authority in 
Iraq.” 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
DAVID McKIERNAN 


“They [the BNP] 
want to hoodwink 
voters into 
thinking the 
party best known 
for racism and 
soccer violence 
has gone 
respectable.” 
DAILY EXPRESS 

29 April, page 1 


“Stop so many 
asylum seekers 
coming here in 
the first place.” 
DAILY EXPRESS 
29 April, page 12 


“This country is 
overpopulated.” 
SADIE GRAHAM 


Nazi BNP candidate for 
Brinsley, East Midlands 


“| would get him 
a specially 
commissioned 
suit from Paul 
Smith with a 
Union J ack 
lining. A suit like 
this would give 
Blair an 
opportunity to 
fly the flag for 
British design 
wherever he 
goes by giving 
appropriate 
flashes at 
appropriate 
moments.” 

BEN EVANS 

former content editor 
at the Millennium Dome 


on what to get Blair for 
hi birth 


Do you have a story 
for inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 


3LH. All readers who 
send ina story that is 
printed are put into a 
monthly raffle for a book. 
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Bush comes to Europe 


Sunday 1 J une... 


Evian— 
we will 


GEORGE BUSH is coming to Europe on Sunday 1 
June. Thousands of anti-war and anti-capitalist pro- 


we will, 
rOC you! 


testers plan to give him the welcome he deserves. 
Bush will be at a meeting of the G8 grouping of world lead- 
rs in Evian near the French-Swiss border. 
The G8 meeting is a major opportunity to protest against the 
hief warmongers—Bush and Blair—and their occupation of Iraq. 


The G8 leaders also make key de- 
isions that impoverish the lives of 

illions around the world. 

They back the global corporations, in- 
titutions like the International Monetary 
und and World Bank, attack refugees 
nd tear up workers’ rights. 

The protests which took place at the 

8 summit in Genoa in July 2001 were 
turning point for the anti-capitalist 
ovement. 

Massive demonstrations took place, 
espite police repression and the murder 
f protester Carlo Giuliani. 

Last year the G8 fled to the Canadian 
ockies to avoid demonstrations. 

Guy Taylor from the Globalise Resis- 
ance anti-capitalist organisation told So- 
ialist Worker, “Lots of people are 
honing us asking for details of the Evian 
rotests. 

“There is a real sense of excitement 
uilding up because Bush is coming to 
urope. Lots of people see it as their 
hance to let him know what they think 
f him and his war.” 

Evian will be a chance to show how 

uch the movement has deepened after the 
uge anti-war mobilisations across Europe. 

Tom Whittaker, a student from the 
SE college in London, says, ““We can 
how Bush and Blair that their war has 

ade protest stronger than ever.” 

Students at LSE are organising their 
wn transport to the Evian protests. 

Jane Calverly, a housing worker from 
iverpool, told Socialist Worker, “We 
tarted a Housing Workers Against the 


*Lots of people from our 
anti-war group want to 
come to Evian? 


interests to imperialism and to oppressive 
management and trade union rights. 

“Lots of people from the group want to 
come to Evian. They are really excited.” 

The movements behind some of the 
huge anti-capitalist demonstrations in 
cities from Barcelona to Genoa over 
recent years, along with political parties, 
trade unions, and campaign bodies have 
been planning the gathering at Evian. 

Events include a Tribunal on Debt 
and a Summit for Another World. 

There will also be Alternative Vil- 
lages—campsites which will accommo- 
date most of the protesters. 

They are intended to do more than pro- 
vide somewhere to stay. They represent a 
political initiative to create space for or- 
ganisation and discussion. 

The big focus of protest is the demon- 
stration on Sunday 1 June. 

The whole of Evian has been declared 
a Red Zone—with the French govern- 
ment banning protesters from the area. 

So demonstrations will start from the 
nearby towns of Geneva in Switzerland 
and neighbouring Annemasse in France. 
Judy Cox 


For more details contact Globalise Resis- 
tance—go to www.resist.org.uk or phone 


London 


BRITAIN 


FRANCE 


37?” 


»>>> 


Geneva 


ar group. Now we have expanded our 


020 7053 2071/2. 


Who do you think you are kidding, Mr Bush?—protesters will converge on Evian 


Argentina: what does the election result mean? 


THERE WAS no outright 
winner in Argentina’s presiden- 
tial election on Sunday. 

That will depend on a run- 
off in three weeks time. But the 
country’s political establish- 
ment—and ruling class—has 
won a certain sort of victory. 

Sixteen months ago a sponta- 
neous uprising led to the resig- 
nation of the country’s president, 
De La Rua. 

People were protesting against 
savage attacks on living stan- 
dards and jobs in the midst of an 
unprecedented economic crisis. 
Crowds swarmed through the 
centre of Buenos Aires chanting 
“Throw the lot out”— and there 
were three more presidents in 
fewer weeks before anything like 
astable government was formed. 

On Sunday, 80 percent of 
people took part in an election 
in which all the main candidates 
came from the parties responsi- 


Menem-— old crook 


ble for the neo-liberal economic 
policies that produced that out- 
pouring of anger. 

A quarter of those voting 
opted for the architect of those 
policies, former president 
Menem. He is unrepentant, still 
stands for the replacement of the 
Argentinian currency by the US 
dollar and calls for harsh re- 
pression against the unemployed 
“piqueteros” movements and the 


factory occupations. 

Another 15 percent voted for 
another neo-liberal figure, 
Lopez Murphy—driven from 
his position of economics minis- 
ter by strikes just two years ago. 

Menem is likely to lose the 
run-off to Sunday’s other front- 
runner, Kirchner, who got 22 
percent of the votes as against 
Menem’s 24 percent. 

But Kirchner barely differs 
from Menem. He comes from 
the same Peronist party, and his 
vote depended on the political 
machine of the current presi- 
dent, Duhalde, one-time vice- 
president to Menem. 

The movement that exploded 
on the streets 16 months ago has 
not disappeared. 

The unemployed piqueteros 
movement is still over 100,000 
strong. There are 150 “asem- 
bleas”—groups of neighbour- 
hood activists—in Buenos Aires. 


Some 15,000 people mobilised 
at short notice last week after 
police attacked a demonstration 
against the eviction of workers 
who had been running the occu- 
pied Brukman’s clothing factory. 
There are some 200 other work- 
ers’ co-operatives or occupied 
factories in the country. 

Most importantly, there are 
growing signs that workers who 
still have jobs share the same 
bitterness as the more than 20 
percent who are unemployed. 

But the elections show that 
the movement has failed in one 
important respect. It has not pre- 
sented to the millions who turned 
against all the old politicians 16 
months ago the sense that the 
movement itself offers a way out 
of poverty and economic crisis. 

This has enabled these old 
politicians to raise their heads 
again. Menem has convinced 
some of those hit hardest by the 


crisis that he is the answer. 

And the media have been able 
to make it seem to the great ma- 
jority of people that the only 
choice you can ever have is be- 
tween one or other of a bad 
bunch. 

Part of the responsibility of 
this state of affairs belongs to the 
established left. The two biggest 
revolutionary organisations in the 
country, the PO and MST, have 
reacted to the whole movement 
and each other in a sectarian way. 

Instead of using their expe- 
rience to develop the wider 
movement, they have each built 
themselves apart from it—and 
ended up standing rival candi- 
dates for the presidency. One got 
1.76 percent of the vote, the 
other 0.74 percent. 

Other sections of the left 
have turned away from politics 
altogether. They put forward 
“autonomist” views that hold 


that the unemployed can some- 
how improve their situation 
simply through their own or- 
ganisation, without challenging 
the state and trying to change 
society as a whole. 

The election shows how 
wrong both approaches are. Be- 
tween them they have allowed 
the old political establishment to 
make a comeback and to make 
things safer for the Argentinian 
rich and their foreign backers. 

The immense bitterness at 
the base of Argentinian society 
can still explode again. Those 
who voted for the old politicians 
on Sunday can still take to the 
streets and go on strike as they 
put their policies into effect. 

But it would all be much 
easier if the left would learn that 
it is possible to try to give politi- 
cal direction to struggles with- 
out falling into sectarianism. 
Chris Harman 
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School students deserve better than 


Full marks for stand 
to Blair over educat 


ste 


New Labour's sterile vision of education 


Picture: Ray Smith 


INg Up 
ION 


YOUR VIEW 


HAT SORT of school curriculum 
o our children deserve? 
New Labour plans to label 14 
ear olds as sheep who will follow 
n “academic pathway”—based on 
xams—or goats forced into second 
lass “vocational” education. 
Children walked out onto the 
treets in protest against Bush and 
lair’s war. They showed they could 
ake judgements, democratically 
ecide on action and carry it out. 
Blair expects these same children 
o calmly accept being segregated in 
chool. 
We need an education that 
erves working class children, that 
elps develop their skills as fully 


rounded people and encourages 
them to believe in themselves and 
their abilities. 

The teachers’ decision to mount 
a campaign to boycott the SATs 
tests was a breath of fresh air and 
an important step in defence of 
comprehensive education. 

The testing regime in our schools 
has demoralised children for the last 
ten years. The fun and excitement of 
learning has been destroyed for 
many children, who arrive at 
secondary school already turned off 
from learning. 

They are the ones who will suffer 
under New Labour’s “sheep and 
goats” approach. 


Getting rid of SATs will 
challenge New Labour’s agenda for 
a divisive and elitist education 
system. 

Fran Postlethwaite 
Barnsley 


@AS A parent of three young people 
who have all had to suffer the stress 
of the SATs tests Iam absolutely 
delighted that finally the National 
Union of Teachers (NUT) 
leadership are to launch a fight 
against these tests. 

Any teachers could tell you that 
the tests have only meant more 
stress for them and less time actually 
teaching individuals at their own 


level. 

The vote at the NUT conference 
is a vindication for parents and 
teachers who have for a long time 
been against the SATs. 

Blair and New Labour have 
failed the test on education, 
education, education. 

They can spend billions on the 
destruction, slaughter and chaos in 
Iraq, whilst our children are being 
taught in overcrowded and 
understaffed schools. 

Good luck to the teachers. I’Il be 
100 percent behind their fight. 
Beccy Palmer 
TGWU union member, 

North London 


Police and racism: 
the facts say guilty 


T’S TEN years since a gang 

f racists was allowed to get 
way with murdering Stephen 
awrence. 

The Macpherson report 
ound the police investigation 
nto his brutal killing was 
nfected by “institutional 
acism”’. 

On the anniversary of 
tephen’s murder the police 
re desperate to claim they 
ave learnt the lessons. 

Commander Cressida 

ick, head of the Met’s 
iversity unit, claims, “There 
as been a sea-change and we 
ave changed dramatically. 
nroads had been made in 
mproving the way the force 
ried to eradicate racism.” 

But the facts expose that 
he police are still racist. 

Atthe time of Stephen’s 

urder black people were 
ight times more likely to be 
topped and searched by the 


police than white people. 

Today black people are 
now 27 times more likely to 
be stopped and searched by 
the police than whites. 

The number of racist 
attacks reported is on the 
increase. 

Powerful police lobby 
groups orchestrated a 
backlash against the 
Macpherson report. 

New Labour’s right wing 
home secretary David 
Blunkett has tried to rubbish 
the idea that racism is 
widespread by claiming 
“{nstitutional racism was a 


slogan that missed the point”. 


Stephen Lawrence is 
remembered because people, 
black and white, understand 
there is still no justice if you 
are black and want to see that 
change. 

Theresa Bennett 
South London 


Mersey blues 
over Lib Dems 


MANY PEOPLE, rightly 
disgusted by the behaviour 
of New Labour, may have 
considered voting Liberal 
Democrat. 

The Liberal Democrat 
opposition to war lasted 
only until the war started. 
When the bombing started 
they quickly lined up behind 
the warmongers. 

And the terrible reality 
here in Liverpool should be 
a warning to anyone 
tempted by the Liberals. We 
have had to live and work 
for years in a council 
controlled by the Liberal 
Democrats. 

A large proportion of the 
council workforce are now 
employed in “joint venture 
partnerships” with private 
companies. 

One of these so-called 


partnerships last week 
sacked 80 workers who 
used to repair council 
homes. 

Members of the public 
who ring to report 
suspected child cruelty and 
hope to speak to a qualified 
social worker will in the near 
future have to deal with a 
call centre worker who is 
also responsible for stray 
dogs and burst pipes. 

The council's latest attack 
on trade unions is an 
attempt to destroy shop 
steward organisation by the 
introduction of non-union 
staff reps. 

Yes, don’t trust New 
Labour. 

But don’t be fooled by the 
Lib Dems. 

Unison shop steward 
Liverpool council 


Part of 
struggle 


THANKS FOR your article 
about Hizbollah (26 April). 
Many people in the anti- 
war/anti-capitalist movement 
recoil in horror from political 
Islam. 

But Islam has provided a 
focus for liberation 
movements throughout the 
Middle East, including the 
emerging movement for 
liberation from US 
occupation in Iraq. 

People equate Islam with 
repressive regimes like Saudi 
Arabia, but groups like 
Hizbollah deserve to be 
counted alongside the 
Zapatistas as one part of the 
global struggle against 
capitalism. 

We should do more to 
reach out to Muslims who 
want to be part of the 
movement for change. 

John Kennedy 
Southbank Against the War 


Where will the 
road map lead? 


WHAT’S YOUR opinion on 
the new road map for 
Palestine? 

| know it would be naive 
to think that it could end 
the brutal occupation/ 
subsequent suicide 
murders that dominate 
the region, yet it appears 
to me to at least be some 
final acknowledgement of 
the problem by the US/UK 
governments. 

According to the 
Business Times, it calls for 
Israel to get out of the 
Occupied Territories that 
they have stolen from the 
Palestinians since 1967 
and for a viable Palestinian 
state to be set up. 

Although it may well be 
a dead end—and any 
“separate” Palestinian 
state is still likely to be 
impoverished and have 
its economy dominated 
by Israel—surely it’s an 
important step that Blair 
is finally putting some 
serious thought into how 
to solve the problem. 
Tony Vicenza 
by e-mail 


Israel link to 
Syria threats 


THE PLAN for a US war 
against Syria is being 
instigated by defence 
secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld and his deputy 
Paul Wolfowitz. 

These two represent the 
neo-conservative think- 
tank which is pro-Israel 
and pro Israeli prime 
minister Ariel Sharon. 

Sharon needs extensive 
regional instability to 
cover large scale 
evacuation of Palestinians 
from Palestine. 


The war in Iraq was 
over too quickly to allow 
Israel the opportunity to 
carry out such operations. 
But a war in Syria, which 
is an enemy of Israel and 
supporter of Hizbollah, 
may allow Sharon his 
twisted ambition. 

Stuart McCabe 
Glasgow 


Images of the 
global struggle 


ANY SOCIALIST Worker 
reader who has the 
chance should pop into a 
photographic exhibition 
in London over the 
coming weeks. 

We Are Restless is by 
photographers Paul 
Mattsson and Guy 
Smallman, and is images 
of “Five years of anti- 
capitalist and anti-war 
protests in Britain, Europe 
and the US 1999-2003”. 

Both of the 
photographers are part of 
the movement they 


record, and have been to 
many of the great 
demonstrations and 
protests over those years. 
Readers will have seen 
some of their pictures in 
Socialist Worker. 

The exhibition is at the 
Foundry (Basement 
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Paul Mattsson 


, . tes c 
New York, 15 February — 


Studios), Great Eastern 
Street, London (near Old 
Street ©) from Wednesday 
30 April to Sunday 11 May. 
A reader 

by email 


Still need for 
‘Stop the War’ 


OVER 70 people turned 
up to a Nottingham Stop 
the War Coalition public 
meeting last week entitled 
“Iraq: This Is Not 
Liberation”. 

Speakers from the floor, 
in a thoughtful debate, 
pointed out that the Stop 
the War Coalition was 
founded to stop the “war 
on terrorism” of which the 
attack on Iraq has just 
been the latest episode. 

Bush and Blair show no 
signs of stopping their 
drive, which they try to 
cloak with talk of “fighting 
terrorism”, for control of 
the planet and its 
resources. 

John Shemeld 
Nottingham 


Don’t look in 
the Mirror 


CHARLIE Kimber’s article 
about the Mirror (Socialist 
Worker, 26 April) almost 
makes us feel sorry for its 
editor Piers Morgan. Why? 

The job of all capitalist 
media is to maximise the 
audiences delivered to 
advertisers. This means 
going for the ideological 
lowest common 
denominator in terms of 
content. Truly awful as it 
is, Fox TV News is the 
most watched in the US. 

Morgan took a gamble 
that in the cut-throat 
circulation battle amongst 
the UK tabloids the moral 
high ground might just 
increase sales. Morgan’s 
gamble failed. Even a 1.5 
percent drop, on top of 
the losses from the price- 
cutting war, spelt failure. 

The socialist media 
have completely different 
criteria. They aim to 
educate, agitate and 
organise. 

But given that all the 
press is losing out to the 
electronic media as our 
main source of news, 
surely the interesting 
question is why we haven’t 
yet got a decent workers’ 
radio station? It would not 
be financially beyond the 
means of the TUC, or even 
individual unions. 

Nick Grant 
West London 


Mass protest in Baghdad (above) against US occupation (right) 


Iraqis rage at 
US arrogance 


US OCCUPIERS are fuelling 
resentment and protest as 
they arrogantly stamp their 
authority across Iraq. 

This week Jay Garner, the 
ormer general the US has installed 
s overlord, arrested Mohammed 

ohsen al Zubaidi, who had de- 
lared himself mayor of Baghdad. 

Garner said Zubaidi was ar- 
ested for his “inability to support 
he coalition military authority”. 

The US stopped him in the 

iddle of TV interviews and later 
rrested him along with seven 
thers. 

Garner is lording it over Iraqis 
n his new headquarters. This is 
nside a palace compound once 
sed by Saddam Hussein, pro- 
ected by barbed wire, tanks and 

S troops. 

As one Iraqi commented, “It is 
ust the way the bureaucrats be- 
aved under Saddam.” 

The US has also ousted local 
hia leader Abbas Abu Ragef 
rom the town hall in Kut, where 
here has been a series of anti-US 
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protests. 

Lt General David McKiernan, 
the commander of ground forces 
in Iraq, warned last week, “The 
coalition alone retains absolute 
authority within Iraq.” Anyone 
challenging this authority “would 
be subject to arrest’. 

The occupiers were shocked at 
the recent mass pilgrimage of mil- 
lions of Shia Muslims to Kerbala. 

Garner immediately tried to put 
the blame for their anti-US slogans 
on Iran. “TI will be candid. I do not 
think the coalition will accept out 
of region influence,” he said. 

US defence secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld said, “If you’re sug- 
gesting, how would we feel 
about an Iranian-type govern- 
ment with a few clerics running 
everything in the country, the 
answer is: that isn’t going to 
happen.” 

The US convened a conference 
of 300 Iraqis on Monday to try to 
impose its own placemen and 
ensure that the new Iraqi regime 
suits its interests. 


The anti-capitalist 
movement and the 
war 

Sam Ashman 


Crisis, revolt and 
the left in 
Argentina and 
Brazil 

Mike Gonzalez, 

Robert Saenz 

and Isidoro Cruz Bernal 


Garner: overlord of Iraq 


Author Patrick Cockburn 
describes the delegates: 

“Most are former exiles seen as 
carpetbaggers or American pawns 
by ordinary Iraqis. 

“And looking at the names of 
some of the more dubious charac- 
ters, it may be that the real looting 
of Iraq is still to come.” 

The US has already put Dan 
Amstutz—a former senior execu- 
tive of the biggest grain exporter 


figure includes only cluster 


in the world, Cargill—in charge of 
Iraq’s agriculture. 

He is a rampant free marketeer 
and served as a trade negotiator 
under Ronald Reagan. 

Kevin Watkins, policy director 
of the charity Oxfam, said Amstutz 
would “arrive with a suitcase of 
open-market rhetoric”’. 

“Putting Dan Amstutz in 
charge of agricultural reconstruc- 
tion in Iraq is like putting Saddam 
Hussein in the chair of a human 
rights commission,” he said. 

“This guy is uniquely placed to 
advance the commercial interests of 
US grain companies and bust open 
the Iraqi market—but singularly ill- 
equipped to lead a reconstruction 
effort in a developing country.” 

Equally likely to cause outrage 
are plans to put a US chairman in 
charge of the Iraqi oil industry. 

According to a report in the 
Wall Street Journal, the US has 
lined up the former chief execu- 
tive of the US division of the giant 
Royal Dutch/Shell oil company, 
Philip Carroll. 


Children nipped apart 


CIVILIANS ARE continuing 


use of cluster munitions.” 


Available from Socialist Worker 


sellers, price £3 


Or for £3.50 from ISJ, PO Box 82, 


London E3 3LH 
Phone 020 7531 9810 


to be killed every day in Iraq 
by unexploded cluster bomb- 
lets and landmines. 

At least 80 civilians have 
been killed since the capture 
of Baghdad three weeks ago. 

Human Rights Watch has 
found the number of civil- 
ians killed or wounded since 
the war ended in northern 
Iraq is higher than during the 
wat. 

It said many of the vic- 
tims were children who play 
with explosives and cluster 
bomblets. 

The British army has ad- 
mitted firing over 2,000 clus- 
ter shells during the battle for 
Basra alone. 

The US says it dropped 
1,500 cluster bombs. This 


bombs dropped from the air, 
and not those fired from the 
ground. 

As Kenneth Roth of 
Human Rights Watch says, 
“Instead of whitewashing the 
facts, the Pentagon needs to 
come clean about the army’s 


The British Ministry of 
Defence admitted last week 
that soldiers returning from 
the war will be tested to 
check their levels of depleted 
uranium to assess whether 
they are at risk from kidney 
damage and lung cancer. 


Monster Rumsfeld 


DONALD RUMSFELD de- 
nounces this “constant re- 
frain of ‘the juveniles’ as 


though there’s 100 chil- 
dren in there—these are 
not children”. 

He is referring to chil- 
dren under 16 who are 
being held in the horrific 


conditions of the US de- 
tention camp at Guan- 
tanamo Bay in Cuba. 
Three boys aged be- 
tween 13 and 16 years old 
are being held as “enemy 
combatants”. The entire 
camp is in breach of the 
Geneva Convention. 
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Humiliation is 
now a routine 


IRAQIS ARE furious that 
the US guards the oil and 
pursues its interests yet 
still hasn’t restored water 
and power supplies to 
many areas. 

There are numerous 
rallies of protesters de- 
manding an end to the 
occupation. 

On Monday night US 
troops opened fire on a 
protest in the town of Fal- 
luja, killing 17 people and 
wounding scores more. 

“Anti-US demonstra- 
tions are growing, and at- 
tacks on soldiers appear 
to be becoming system- 
atic and daily,” reports 
the Independent. 

Hostility grew last 
weekend following the ex- 
plosion of an arms dump 
that killed at least 12 Iraqi 
civilians. 

The US was storing the 
weapons before destroying 
them. Troops claimed the 
explosion happened be- 
cause they came under 
attack from Iraqis. 

Every civilian eyewit- 
ness denies this and blames 
the US for destroying the 
weapons 500 metres from 
a residential area. 

One resident said, 
“Saddam was a butcher, 
and now this. This is a res- 
idential area. Why are the 
Americans blowing up 
weapons near us?” 

People carrying six 
coffins, with the bodies of 
some of the dead, were 
joined by at least 500 Iraqis 
in an anti-US demonstra- 
tion. 

Anger is also rising at 
the way US troops are hu- 
miliating Iraqis daily. 

Chris Hughes of the 
Mirror reported this week 
how US troops stripped 
people suspected of looting 
and paraded them naked 
through the streets. He de- 
scribes one scene: 

“After being hauled 
before a kangaroo court, 
the men had the words ‘Ali 
Baba Haram’—Arabic for 
‘Dirty thief, he stole’— 
scrawled on their chests 
with a marker pen. 

“Trying to cover them- 
selves, they were then pa- 
raded in front of a jeering 
crowd before fleeing to 
safety.” 

Guardian writer Jona- 
than Steele has reported 
on the extent of the 
protests in Kut. 

“Throughout southern 


Iraq, confrontation be- 
tween Shia Muslims and 
the US forces is rising,’ he 
wrote. 

“The prophecy that 
‘Iraq will become Pales- 
tine’, which some Iraqis 
were making within hours 
of the US entry into Bagh- 
dad, is not as far-fetched 
as it first seemed. 

“On Wednesday four 
army lorries and a Humvee 
were ambushed by 400 
people on a bridge over the 
Tigris. 

“Yesterday stones were 
thrown when combat engi- 
neers brought in bulldoz- 
ers to remove a barricade 
outside the town hall. 

“Two marines were in- 
jured and at some point in 
the ensuing melee Daoud 
Salman Abu al-Heel, a 25 
year old demonstrator, 
was killed. 


Arrests 


“Three gunships clat- 
tered over the town 
shortly after the killing. 
Low-flying helicopter 
gunships, stone-throwing 
crowds, arrests of popular 
leaders, and now the first 
death: the ingredients of 
an intifada [uprising] are 
beginning to appear.” 

There are similar re- 
ports from Baghdad and 
northern Iraq. 

“Children—who at 
first flocked around the 
American forces and and 
were given sweets by the 
soldiers—have begun 
hurling rocks in Mosul 
and the Shia city of 
Najaf,” reports Phil 
Reeves in the Observer. 

Every day there are 
anti-US protests outside 
the Palestine Hotel, where 
most foreign journalists 
stay, with people chanting, 
“Americans go home!” 

A report in the New 
York Times last week de- 
scribed how most of the 
people it interviewed in 
Baghdad “were angry at 
the United States mili- 
tary” and how “they did 
not want an American 
overlord”. 

It quoted a dentist, 
Ghassan Abda Razak al- 
Obaidy, saying, “The 
Americans want to stay 
the longest period of time 
possible. 

“They want to sell their 
goods and services. It’s a 
war of money.” 
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BRIEFING 


Shia Muslims have 
rallied resistance 


THE RECENT pilgrimage by Shia 
Muslims to the city of Kerbala in 
southern Iraq shocked the US 
occupiers. 

It wasn’t the display of religious 
fervour—George Bush, a right wing 
Christian zealot, has no problem with 
that. 

Rather it was the sight of hundreds 
of thousands of people raising slogans 
against the occupation. 

Opposition to the US is growing 
among the Shia Muslims of Iraq, the 
very people we were told would 
welcome “‘liberation” at the hands of 
the marines. 

The Shias are one of the two central 
branches of Islam. Sunni Muslims are 
the majority, over 80 percent. 

But the Shias form the majority of 
Muslims in Iran, Iraq, Bahrain, 
eastern Saudi Arabia and Azerbaijan. 

In Iran they make up 93 percent of 
the population. In Iraq is it probably 
60 percent. 

The split between Shia and Sunni 
arose soon after the death of Islam’s 
founder, Mohammed, in the year 632. 

One section of his followers, who 
became the Shias, felt the religion was 
being taken over by corrupt tribal 
chiefs from Arabia. 

The Shias looked instead to Ali, 
who as Mohammed’s son in law had 
worked closely with the prophet 
himself. 

Ali was murdered by his rivals. His 
son, Hussein, was killed when he 
refused to surrender in the face of 
overwhelming odds at a battle near 
Kerbala in 680. 

Shi’ism was marked from the 
beginning with this image of sacrifice 
and suffering, which was re-enacted in 
the pilgrimage two weeks ago. 

As with any religion, part of the 
message of Shia Islam is designed to 
appeal to the poor and the powerless. 

At various points for 1,000 years 
Shi’ism became the rallying point of 
those denied the privileges enjoyed by 
the Sunni Arab rulers who dominated 
the Islamic Empire. 

But, again like all other religions, 
Shi’ism also had a message for the 
rich and powerful. 

It preached conciliation between 
rich and poor. There was a Shia 
empire encompassing today’s Iran 
and Iraq in the Middle Ages. 

An organised Shia clergy—headed 
by people with the title ayatollah— 
interpreted the contradictory religious 
message to fit the aspirations of the 
rich and the poor. 

Rival ayatollahs would also develop 
a following for themselves. 


Revolution and reaction 

Large numbers of poor farmers in the 
area now known as Iraq converted to 
Shi’ism in the 19th century. 

“Conversion was an act of protest 
against the widening gap between rich 
and poor, especially against the Sunnis 
who had become the landed 
aristocracy,” says historian Yitzhak 
Nakash. 

Shia leaders voiced the peasants’ 
hostility towards the Turkish Ottoman 
Empire. They also opposed Western 
colonialism. 

Clerics issued religious edicts 
against the British when they invaded 
Iraq during the First World War. 

Gertrude Bell was a key figure in 
the colonial regime Britain imposed 
on Iraq. She singled out the Shias as 
particularly hostile to the British, 
describing them as “violent and 
intractable”, and “fanatical and 
conservative”. 

The Shias were the majority, so the 
British ruled out introducing 
democracy. Instead they installed a 
Sunni king. 

This provoked a huge revolt, which 
began in the Shia holy city of Najaf in 


Shia protest in Baghdad 


1920 and swept across Iraq as Shia 
preachers urged worshippers to resist 
the British. 

The revolt was eventually defeated 
and the Shias were punished. They 
were excluded from top jobs in 
politics, the civil service and the 
army. 

Every succeeding government in 
Iraq continued to exclude the Shias. 
When Saddam Hussein later 
repressed the Shias, he was following 
in the footsteps of the British and 
their stooges. 

Saddam’s repression intensified 
after the overthrow of the Shah in 
neighbouring Iran in a revolution in 
1979, which Shia leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini came to head. 


Iran in Bush’s sights 

Khomeini tapped deep bitterness at 
US imperialism. He also stood for 
highly conservative social policies— 
bans on “un-Islamic behaviour’’, dress 
codes for women and repression of 
socialist organisations. 

Within 18 months he was able to 
outflank the forces of the left and 
restabilise Iranian society, allowing 
those businessmen who remained in 
the country to flourish alongside a 
new layer of Islamic state 
bureaucrats. 

But the revolution in Iran led to a 
new “spirit of resistance” in the 
Middle East, according to journalist 
Robert Fisk. 

About 40 percent of Lebanon’s 
three million people, often the poorest, 
are Shias. The main Shia organisation 
in Lebanon, the Amal, initially 
welcomed Israeli intervention in the 
country in 1982. 

It hoped Israel would free them 
from oppression at the hands of other 
Lebanese factions. 

But Israeli and US atrocities drove 
the mass of Shias behind the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah organisation, which 
eventually forced the Israeli army to 
withdraw completely from Lebanon in 
2000. 

Both Hizbollah and the Iranian 
regime enjoy prestige among many 
Shias in Iraq today. 

The US is worried that pro-Iranian 
ayatollahs are picking up support. 

It has openly threatened Iran, 
pushing crude myths about its 
complex and changing society. Large 
numbers of women are in the 
workforce and some are in 
parliament, despite the socially 
conservative message of Iran’s rulers. 

The US desperately hopes these 
social changes will produce a regime 
in Iran that bows to its interests. 

But the underlying problem it faces 
in the region is not simply the Shia 
Islam of the Iranian regime. Most 
Iranians who oppose the regime also 
oppose the US. 

It is bitterness at poverty and 
imperialism that leads masses of 
people to resist the US, whether under 
a Shia banner or not. 


Judy Cox 


which have broken out between 

the government and some union 
leaders? 
Dave Hayes (DH) A section of trade union 
officials were hugely encouraged by the 
anti-war movement and particularly the 
two million strong demonstration on 15 
February. 

They felt, quite rightly, that Blair was 
on the run and that there was a chance to 
make gains. Most of those officials would 
have defined this as making a push to get 
the Labour Party and the government back 
to a more pro-union agenda. 

Since the end of the conflict in Iraq that 
process has gone into reverse. Lots of offi- 
cials feel Blair is now strengthened. 

The government certainly feels this, and 
has gone on the offensive. That is why you 
have Alan Johnson, a former union leader 
and now Labour minister, saying that 
some union leaders want to go back to the 
“Planet Zog” days before Thatcher. 

The National Union of Teachers (NUT) 
has been frozen out because it refused to 
sign up to the government’s proposals over 
classroom assistants. This is the first gov- 
ernment ever (including the Tories) which 
has refused to meet NUT officials and 
won’t answer their telephone calls. 

One response would be to give in to that 
intimidation. This is the line put by the 
TUC—which has played a terrible role in 
encouraging unions to back away from 
battle after battle. 

But we have also seen another develop- 
ment. There is a feeling among some offi- 
cials that, in order to be taken seriously, 
they have to try to gather an army to resist. 

So NUT leader Doug McAvoy was pro- 
voked into making an excellent speech 
calling for action, including strikes if nec- 
essary, to defend education. 

The government is saying there are 
“moderate” and “sensible” union leaders, 
but the rest have to be taught a lesson. 

This can lead to resistance. But between 
giving in and fighting back there is a whole 
range of different responses, and union 
leaders can jump from one to another. That 
is what we often see from leaders of unions 
like Unison, the GMB and TGWU. 


H OW DO you explain the rows 


Martin Smith (MS) There was a sense 
among sections of New Labour that parts 
of the union movement were getting out of 
control and posing a threat. Their response 
was to take a hard line on key disputes 
such as the firefighters. 

We also see the government allowing the 
Strategic Rail Authority to throw money to 
private rail firms which are facing strikes. 

The intention is to stop bosses making 
concessions, and to humble the RMT and 
its leader Bob Crow. 

The trade union leaders who felt buoyed 
up by the anti-war movement now feel 
much more boxed in. 

That can be an explosive mixture which 
leads to more struggles. And there are 
glimpses of this already. 

The rail guards’ dispute is important. 
There are two serious victimisation cases 
on the London tube, as well as pressure 
for action over pay in the civil service and 
over London weighting in the Post 
Office. 


What are Blair’s weaknesses? 
MS There is deep-seated bitterness against 
New Labour in Britain. It has existed for a 
time over issues like privatisation and low 
pay, but the war has increased it. 

Blair ignored this bitterness shown on 
Britain’s biggest ever anti-war demonstra- 
tions. He ignored the biggest ever parlia- 
mentary rebellion, and he ignored all the 
polls which showed opposition to war. 
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BT workers were forced to strike in 1999. Now they have been forced into dispute again over BT’s plans to move call centre jobs to India 


Will the unions bow 


f 
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down before Blair? 


Socialist Worker spoke to the SWP’s industrial organisers Dave Hayes and Martin Smith about 
the strengths and weaknesses of the trade unions in Britain today 


The fury against the government is not 
going to disappear—especially as the lies 
which launched the war fall apart. A large 
section of the population is becoming in- 
creasingly angry at the government. 


DH Don’t underestimate the importance of 
the involvement of millions of people— 
including many trade unionists—in the 
anti-war movement. 

The inspirational actions by school stu- 
dents showed it is possible to take action, 
to walk out and to be defiant. 

This had a very big effect among teach- 
ers, who had first-hand contact with the 
students. 


BLAIR’S FILE ON UNION LEADERS 


Name Bob Crow 
Union RMT 
Industry Transport 


Crimes Defends pay 
and conditions, opposes 
war, wants to review 
political donations 


Action Back employers 
fighting his members 


It has become common to talk of an 
“awkward squad” of left wing trade 
union leaders. How have they 
performed? 

DH The firefighters’ strike was a huge 
test, most notably of course for Andy 
Gilchrist. This experience shows why 
just electing people is not enough. 

There was an excellent campaign lead- 
ing up to the nine to one vote among fire- 
fighters for action. The FBU strikes 
became a symbol for everyone who wants 
to see a fightback against poor pay and 
defend public services. 

But the campaign has descended into a 
debacle. A great opportunity to win a sig- 
nificant victory has been thrown away by 
the FBU leadership. 


Union PCS 


Crimes Beat our 


Action Attack civil 


Name Mark Serwotka 


Industry Civil service 


candidate in election. 
Opposes privatisation, 
speaks out against war 


servants’ pay and jobs 


There are three basic reasons for this: 
(1) The FBU leaders relied on John 
Prescott and sections of the Labour Party 
to get a decent deal. 

(2) Disgracefully, the TUC pressured the 
FBU not to get into a confrontation with 
the government—and the FBU leaders 
caved in. 

(3) The FBU faced intense political pres- 
sure because it was calling strikes during a 
war. Politically they did not know how to 
handle this. 

The election of left union leaders is very 
important—it shows a defiant mood. But 
the recent election in the GMB and the 
coming vote in the TGWU are not as 
sharply left versus right as, say, the vote 
last year in Amicus where Sir Ken Jackson 


was toppled. 

We want the left to win—and we cer- 
tainly want to beat Jack Dromey in the 
TGWU. These elections are more fights 
inside the bureaucracy rather than a con- 
test between the established machine and 
the rank and file. 

What is really interesting is that all the 
candidates, even Jack Dromey, are stam- 
peding not to be seen as Blairites. You can’t 
win if you’re seen as a Blair supporter. 


MS The left union leaders have related bril- 
liantly to the mood over political questions 
like the war. Bob Crow, Billy Hayes, Mark 
Serwotka, Mick Rix, Paul Mackney and 
Jeremy Dear never wobbled over the issue. 

The letters they issued to their member- 


Name Billy Hayes 
Union CWU 
Industry Post Office 
Crimes Wants to stop 


privatisation. Spoke out 
against war 

Action Bring private 
firms into the Post 
Office 


ship urging them to come to the demon- 
strations and to take whatever action they 
could in their workplaces were very 
important. 

They were against the war before it, 
during it, and still are. But that same defi- 
ance has not been translated across to the 
economic front over issues such as pay 
and jobs. Natfhe opposed the war but its 
leaders pushed through a bad pay deal. 

The CWU opposes the war but avoids 
confrontation over a series of other issues. 

This has raised questions for those trade 
unionists who thought the key battle was 
just to get a left union leader elected. 

Of course socialists are never neutral 
about who leads the union. We support 
the left against the right. We work 


Union Aslef 


to go! 


strike 


Name Mick Rix 


Industry Railways 


Crimes Spoke against 
war and called for ME 


Action Back employers 
when the rail workers 


with the lefts when, for example, they 
speak out against the war. 

But it remains essential to build rank 
and file organisation, networks of people 
who are not dependent on the full time of- 
ficials and who organise at the base of the 
union, in the workplaces. 

The officials come under tremendous 
pressure, particularly those with links to 
the Labour Party. And as we saw in the 
firefighters’ strike, they can buckle. 

The life of the official is different to the 
ordinary worker. They spend their time in 
meetings and at conferences, not at work. 
They have a different lifestyle to the 
normal worker, more money, no bullying 
managers and less job insecurity. 

For all these reasons we need the rank 
and file networks. 

There is now greater discussion about 
these networks and more awareness of 
why we need them because of the bitter 
experience of some left union leaders. 


DH At the National Union of Journalists 
(NUJ) conference a third of the delegates 
came to an NUJ Left meeting. And it 
wasn’t just the activists who have been 
around for decades, but also fresh people 
who have been at the centre of the recent 
pay strikes. 

At the Unison health conference 100 del- 
egates came to a meeting, organised by the 
rank and file paper Health Worker, to cam- 
paign against the government’s Agenda for 
Change “modernisation” plans. 

At the NUT conference there was a 
very important meeting of 250 delegates to 
campaign for a boycott of the SATs tests. 
The meeting was organised independently 
of the leadership on the initiative of Hert- 
fordshire NUT, where there are socialists 
who have pushed for action and built to 
achieve it. 


How strong are these rank and file 
networks? 

DH They are stronger than a year ago but 
still have not overcome the weaknesses 
inherited from past defeats. Nevertheless 
there have been important developments. 

In the FBU there has always been a 
strong sense of absolute unity. This is 
great at mobilising action, but tradition- 
ally it has also meant the leadership is 
never questioned. 

Now, after the strikes, there is a 
significant section of FBU members who 
see the need to act independently of the 
leadership. 

This is at embryonic stages but is very 
significant. The Red Watch rank and file 
bulletin has won a real audience and is 
widely respected. It has become the voice 
of an important section of activists. 

The readership of rank and file papers 
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is increasing. The editors of Health Worker 
say that one branch in Manchester has just 
ordered 1,000 copies. I hear that Class 
Issue, the rank and file teachers’ paper, gets 
orders from 20 associations (union 
branches). 


MS In the CWU there is a very low level of 
struggle compared to three years ago. But 
the sales of the Post Worker rank and file 
paper are going up and up. The last issue 
sold 7,000 copies. That is just paid sales, 
but many more people read it. 

One important development is that 
there are now lots of letters from postal 
workers to Post Worker. 

In the RMT, which has a very left wing 
leadership, the Across the Tracks paper 
sells around 1,200 on the tube. 


What other signs are there of 
disillusion with Labour? 

DH Whether or not the unions will con- 
tinue to give money to the Labour Party 
will be a key issue at almost all the union 
conferences this year. 

If the FBU conference had not been 
postponed, there would have been im- 
mense pressure either to disaffiliate from 
the Labour Party or to democratise the 
fund. 

This sort of funding system would 
allow groups other than Labour—such as 
the Socialist Alliance, the Scottish Social- 
ist Party and Plaid Cymru—to get a por- 
tion of the money as members decide. 

It would have set the scene for real ar- 
gument in the other union conferences. 

Although the FBU leaders avoided that 
argument, it doesn’t mean the questions 
and bitterness have gone away. 


MS The process which began several years 
ago—when there was questioning of auto- 
matic support for Labour—will go a step 
further this year. 

In the RMT 12 branches have submitted 
resolutions calling for the democratisation 
of the union’s fund. A survey of 52 RMT 
delegates showed that 50 supported this 
move. The PCS and NUJ are making 
moves to set up political funds, and early in- 
dications suggest they will be democratic. 


What are the key tasks for socialists in 
the unions? 

DH & MS People can think that because the 
war is over this will be a quiet time. In fact 
it is likely to be very busy. 

(1) Fight to engage trade unions and work- 
places in the radicalisation that is taking 
place in society. It is very important to be 
immersed in the anti-war movement and 
to try to win affiliation to the Stop the War 
Coalition. It is also crucial to be part of the 
anti-capitalist movement and to raise, for 
example, delegations to the protest at the 
G8 in Evian in June. 

(2) Link the radicalisation over the war to 
issues such as pay, SATs, privatisation, 
jobs, long hours, and so on. On one level 
this means saying that if there is enough 
money for war then there should be 
enough money for health, education, trans- 
port and so on. But also we want to fight 
on every front, not just over the war or just 
over pay or just over racism. We need to 
bring together all these issues. 

(3) Develop the networks of activists at a 
local level, and widen the sale of the rank 
and file papers. 


Name Doug McAvoy 
Union NUT 
Industry Education 


Crimes Used to be 
thought OK. Now wants 
boycott of our SATs 
tests. 


Action If he rings, don’t 
answer the phone 
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May Day greetings 
from Paul Cruz in 
Sacramento, 


California 
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and socialists everywhere. 
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May Day greetings to workers across the globe 


No to war 
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the world 
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POSTWORKER 


a rank and file newspaper 
written by post workers for 


post workers 


To order your copy 
phone 07904 157 779 


London 


~ | Fire Authority 


———— 
Cal 
UNISON 


Defend the fire service 
Smash the Nazi BNP 
US/UK out of Iraq 


err Worker 
readers 
Greenwich council 


May ei greetings 
from Socialist Worker 


eVictory to the 
resistance 


Southampton District 

—— 

1] 

UNISON 

Defending jobs 
and services 
support our 
industrial action 


May Day greetings 
to all trade unionists 


Waltham Forest Trades Council 


Workers of the world ae to defend public services 
Smash the BNP 
Kick US/UK out of Iraq 
Fight for freedom for Palestine 


4 SOCIALIST WORKER May Day greetings 2003 


The Stop the War Coalition sends May Day greetings 
BOOKMARKS | to Socialist Worker readers and the people of Iraq 
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around the 
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Stop the War Coalition 
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Anti-capitalist, anti-war 
Protest at the 
G8 summit 
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THE SECRET SERVICES AND THEIR MASTERS 


They forge documents 


to smea 


EWSPAPERS have been in- 

credulous at the idea that 

the secret services could 

have forged the documents 
that purport to show that George 
Galloway received money from 
Saddam Hussein. 

In fact the intelligence services have 
used forgeries and concocted evidence 
time after time to discredit people and 
governments. 

As even a columnist in the Daily Ex- 
press, Richard M Bennett, noted last 
week, “There is a history of campaigns 
run by intelligence services to destroy 
opponents of either the government or the 
establishment.” 

In the 1970s the British intelligence 
services conducted the most extraordi- 
nary campaign of dirty tricks to smear 
Harold Wilson’s Labour government. 

Wilson’s 1974 government was far 
from left wing. 

But the security services were panick- 
ing over the scale of the working class 
revolt which swept Britain in the early 
70s. They went for anyone who they 
didn’t see as fully signed up to the ruling 
class project. 

A British MI5 intelligence operation 
known as Clockwork Orange, led by army 
information officer Colin Wallace, con- 
ducted a dirty tricks operation to smear the 
Republican movement in Northern Ireland, 
and then the Labour government itself. 

Incredibly they believed not only that 
Harold Wilson and many Labour minis- 
ters were Soviet agents, but also that Tory 
leader Edward Heath was one too. 

Wallace’s “black propaganda” team 
forged a variety of Labour Party leaflets. 

These included a fake copy of a leaflet 
for a commemoration of Bloody Sunday, 
when British Paras murdered 14 unarmed 
civilians. 

Five senior Labour figures were 
added to the list of sponsors for the 
Bloody Sunday event. 

These were Merlyn Rees, Stan Orme, 
Tony Benn, Paul Rose and David Owen. 
Rees was a right winger in the Labour 
Party, as was David Owen who would 
later go on to found the right wing break- 
away, the SDP. 

They also forged a document suppos- 
edly sent to Merlyn Rees by the US Con- 
gress thanking him for his “generous 
donation on behalf of the Labour Party for 
the Occupied Six Counties of Ireland”. 

And they wrote a fake pamphlet titled 
Economics: Master or Servant of 
Mankind, which called for revolution. 

Denis Healey was listed as one of the 
authors of the pamphlet, despite the fact 
he was on Labour’s right. 
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Wallace was sacked from his job in 
1975 after he refused to continue working 
on Clockwork Orange. 

In 1980 he was framed for the 
manslaughter of Jonathan Lewis and sen- 
tenced to ten years in prison. His story is 
powerfully exposed in Paul Foot’s book, 
Who Framed Colin Wallace? 

Wallace’s allegations were confirmed 


in 1988 by former MI5 officer Peter 
Wright in his book Spycatcher, in which 
he said a gang of ultra-right fanatics in 
MIS had plotted against Wilson’s gov- 
ernment in 1974 and 1975. 

He admitted MIS had carried out bur- 
glaries of the homes of Wilson’s Downing 
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When the Mirror attacked Arthur Scargill 


Street staff and bugged 10 Downing 
Street itself. 

On a Panorama TV programme he 
confessed, “Eight or nine officers were 
involved. Their intention was to confront 
the prime minister with his MIS file and 
tell him ‘that we wanted him to resign. 
That there would be no publicity if he 
just quietly went’.” 

After he resigned Wilson himself 
complained of the activities of MI5 and 
MI6 in undermining his government. 

The plot had also included forged 

documents that supposedly exposed a 
“secret” Swiss bank account belonging to 
then deputy leader of the Labour Party 
Edward Short. 

In July 1974 details of the bank ac- 
count were sent out to MPs and news- 
papers (including Socialist Worker) 
which supposedly showed that Short 


in the 1990s (left), campaigners had 
to call support meetings (above) to get the truth across 


had received several thousand pounds 
from a mysterious source. 

The smear stuck to Short. But a police 
report several months later confirmed that 
the bank account did not exist and that the 
document was a forgery. 

In the 1980s Rupert Murdoch’s Sunday 
Times ran an entirely false story about 
former Labour leader Michael Foot. 

Posters appeared around the country 
saying, “Michael Foot is a Russian spy.” 
The newspaper got the story from Oleg 
Gordiyevsky, a deserter from the KGB 
who was living in Britain, protected by 
MI6. 

Gordiyevsky claimed Foot was a paid 
informer working for Russian diplomats. 

The story was completely made up, 
and when Foot took the paper to court he 
won £30,000 in damages. 

Hazel Croft 


It took over 75 years for the truth to be admitted 


ONE OF the most famous forgeries 
took place in 1924 with the ‘‘Zinoviev 
letter”. This produced a “red scare” 
which helped defeat the first ever 
Labour government. 

Labour prime minister Ramsay 
MacDonald had been in office for just 
under a year. His government had 
tried at every turn to prove itself as a 
safe pair of hands for the rich and big 
business. 

But that didn’t stop the right wing 
from doing everything it could to dis- 
credit it. 

MacDonald had started negotia- 
tions with the Russian government, in 
order to retrieve debts owed to Britain. 


On the eve of the general election 
the right wing Daily Mail published a 
copy of a letter (it never produced the 
original) which was supposedly writ- 
ten to the British Communist Party by 
Grigori Zinoviev. 

Zinoviev was the president of the 
Comintern—the international group- 
ing of socialists who supported the 
1917 Russian Revolution. 

The letter called on Communists to 
mobilise “sympathetic forces” in the 
Labour Party and talked of creating 
dissent in the armed forces. 

Today everyone accepts that the Zi- 
noviev letter was a forgery. But it took 
75 years for the authorities to officially 


admit the truth. 

At the time the Tories and their sup- 
porters defended it robustly. Sir 
Austen Chamberlain, the foreign sec- 
retary, said in 1928, “It is quite evident 
that our sources of information are 
thoroughly trustworthy, but would not 
be available if they were made public.” 

Public records that were released 
in the 1990s showed that the MI6 spy 
agency had destroyed key documents 
relating to the Zinoviev letter during 
the 1950s. 

And in 1999 a study by the Foreign 
Office revealed that Stewart Menzies, a 
future head of MI6, whose “allegiances 
lay firmly in the Conservative camp”, 


had sent the letter to the Daily Mail. 
The Foreign Office investigation 
concluded, ‘“‘White Russian intelligence 
services were well developed and 
highly organised, and included the op- 
eration of a forgery ring in Berlin. 
“It seems likely that they asked 
either those forgers, or their contacts in 
the Baltic States with similar skills, to 
produce a document which would 
derail the [Anglo-Soviet] treaties and 
damage the Labour government.” 
The techniques which were used in 
the 1920s remain in the armoury of the 
intelligence services. 
They will use them whenever they 
feel it is necessary. 


their enemies 
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The 1990s 


Scargill was attacked 


as the enemy within 


A VICIOUS witch-hunt was 
launched against miners’ leader 
Arthur Scargill in 1990. 

The Tories and MI5 wanted to 
take revenge on Scargill, who 
Margaret Thatcher had called “the 
enemy within”, and all those who 
had taken part in or supported the 
1984-5 miners’ strike. 

Their allegations were 
published in the Daily Mirror by its 
owner—amillionaire press baron, 
crook and Labour Party member 
Robert Maxwell. 

Scargill was accused of taking 
money from Libya to pay off the 
mortgage on his house. 

Roger Windsor, the NUM’s chief 
executive during the 1984-5 strike, 
claimed that Scargill had cleared 
out £70,000 from money supposed 
to go to strikers to clear his £25,000 
home loan from the NUM. 

There were also stories about 
misuse of money donated by 
Russian miners and money being 
moved through Swiss and Irish 
banks. 

Socialist Worker was almost 
alone when it immediately 
launched a strong defence of 
Arthur Scargill and the NUM. 

The Tory government, Labour 
Party leaders and every 
mainstream newspaper went along 
with the witch-hunt. 

Deputy Tory prime minister 
Geoffrey Howe announced in 
parliament that the police were 
ready to act against Scargill. 

Even after the central 
allegations in the campaign had 
been comprehensively discredited, 
Labour leader Neil Kinnock 
attended personally to hand out the 
“Reporter of the Year” prizes to the 
Mirror journalists responsible for 
peddling them. 

He had himself photographed 
with the reporters in an extravagant 
showbusiness pose. 

The smears were shown to be 
lies. An independent report by 
Gavin Lightman QC ruled that the 
mortgage story was “entirely 
untrue”. 

Roger Windsor was named in 
parliament as an undercover agent 
“sent into the NUM to destabilise 
and sabotage the union at its most 
critical juncture”. 

In March last year the highest 
court in France found that Windsor 
had himself signed documents that 
he claimed were forged by Scargill. 
The court ordered Windsor to 
repay a debt of £29,500. 

Two months later, in May 2002, 
Roy Greenslade, who was editor of 
the Mirror during its witch-hunt 
against Scargill, admitted that it 
had all been lies. 

He apologised to Scargill, who 
he called a “wronged man”, and 
wrote, “lam now convinced that 
Scargill didn’t misuse strike funds 
and that the union didn’t get the 
money from Libya.” 

As Seumas Milne wrote in his 
book about the British state’s war 
against Scargill and the miners, 
The Enemy Within: 

“They showed themselves 
prepared to encourage any and 
every method available—from the 
secret financing of strikebreakers 
to mass electronic surveillance, 
from the manipulation of agents 
provocateurs to attempts to ‘fit up 
miners’ officials—in order to 
discredit the union and its 
leaders.” 


@Seumas Milne, The Enemy 
Within. 
@Paul Foot, Who Framed Colin 
Wallace? 

Unfortunately both of these 
books are out of print, but are in 
many libraries. 


tribute 
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NINA SIMONE, one of the greatest musi- 
cians of the 20th century, died two weeks 
ago at the age of 70. 

One of her best known songs, “My 
Baby Just Cares For Me”, was a hit in 
1987 after it was used to advertise Chanel 
No 5 perfume. 

Early in her career the commercial ex- 
ploitation of her work by rip-off recording 
companies made her angry. 

She said, “| had to find out what kind of 
revolutionary | was... | was rich and famous 
but | wasn’t free. 

“Most of the decisions | made were taken 
in consultation with my manager, accoun- 
tant, lawyer and record company. | couldn’t 
do what | wanted.” 

Struggle had always been part of Nina 
Simone'’s life. 

She was born Eunice Waymon in Tryon, 
North Carolina, the sixth of seven children in 
a poor family. She started out as a classical 
pianist, but in 1954 family poverty led to her 
taking a job in an Atlantic City nightclub. 

The blatant racism of the Jim Crow 
South was very clearly visible to her at an 
early age. At her first performance, when 
she was just ten, her parents had to move 
from the front row to make way for whites. 

In the 1960s she was deeply inspired 
by the movement for black civil rights. She 
was friends with activists like the Black 
Panthers Eldridge Cleaver and Stokely 
Carmichael. 


Militant tactics 

She wrote the song “Mississippi Goddam” 
in 1963 when four black children were killed 
ina Ku Klux Klan bombing in Birmingham, 
Alabama. This song is a bitter accusation 
against racism in the US, with lines such 
as “Oh but this whole country is full of lies/ 
You're all gonna die and die like flies”. 

She performed “Mississippi Goddam’” at 
the end of the Selma to Montgomery March 
for black civil rights in front of 40,000 people. 

The song “To Be Young, Gifted and Black” 
was adopted as the black national anthem. 

She said, “I was always a politician from 
the day the civil rights people chose me as 
their protest singer.” 

She supported the most militant tactics 
in the struggle against racism, saying, “I 
was never non-violent. | just followed Dr 
Martin Luther King because he was the 
popular one. 

“But my sympathies were with Malcolm 
X. | believed in taking gun for gun and totin’ 
and totin’! If | hadn’t been a musician, | 
probably would be dead by now.” 

After 1974 she left the US and lived in 
Barbados, Liberia, Switzerland, England 
and the Netherlands before settling in the 
south of France. In 1998 Simone said she 
left the US because of racism. 

Nina was a hugely talented musician. 
Her voice was husky, powerful and sen- 
sual, and quite unique. It crossed the 
boundaries of blues, jazz, soul and gospel. 

She deliberately stayed outside of any 
category and was hugely versatile, per- 
forming music ranging from “Pirate Jenny” 
from The Threepenny Opera by Kurt Weill 
and Bertolt Brecht to “Il Loves You Porgy” 
by Ira Gershwin. 

Nina was often described as “difficult’— 
a catchphrase for women who were tough 
and stood their ground. 

Right up to the end she was performing 
songs about social justice, and personal 
and social freedom. 

Her death will sadden her fans, but her 
vast musical and political legacy that 
touched millions across the globe will live 
on. 

Jane Hardy 
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What exactly is 
IMPERIALISM and how can 
it be fought? 


How can we CHALLENGE the 
power of the media? 


I'lahvame Co Mme) ¢) ebacicisi-1e Mm e180) FR 
STILL have to fight for 
their rights? 


Is REVOLUTION possible in 
the 2lst century? And is 
MARX still relevant? 


We've all got questions. 
Together we've got answers. 


At Marxism 2003 thousands of activists from across the world will 
gather in London to discuss ideas that can bring about change. We will 
be debating everything from art to science, from philosophy to 
socialism. There will be courses and meetings where everyone can be 
part of the dicussions. 

Why don’t you join them? 


Contact us for a brochure. You can book over the phone or online. 
When you book we can arrange free accommodation and creche. 


4-11 JULY 


MARXISM2003 


CENTRAL LONDON 


Book online at www.swp.org.uk/marxism 
Phone 020 7538 2707 E-mail marxism@swp.org.uk 
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meetings, forums and events | tel: 020 7538 5821 | e-mail: forums@swp.org.uk 


IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


Big ideas in informal 
settings 


BEDFORD 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, Friends 
Meeting House, Landsdowne Rd. 
BIRKENHEAD 

Can people power topple Blair? 
Tue 6 May, 7.30pm, 

Oxton Green Community Centre, 
Christchurch Rd. 

BLACKWOOD 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Mon5 May, 7.15pm, 

Blackwood Miners Institute. 
BRIGHTON 

The Project for the 

New American Century 

Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 

Phoenix Community Centre, 
Phoenix Place. 

CAM BRIDGE 

Can capitalism be replaced? 
Thu 1 May, 7.30pm, 

CB2, Norfolk St. 

CHESTERFIELD 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Wed 7 May, 7.30pm, 

Market Halls, Market Square. 
COLCHESTER 

Crime, drugs and 

anti-social behaviour 

Mon5 May, 8pm, RAD Hall 

(cnr Walsingham Rd/ Southway). 
DARLINGTON 

Che Guevara: more than 

a revolutionary icon? 

Thu 15 May, 7.30pm, Larchfield 
Community Centre, Larchfield St. 
DUDLEY 

Blair's democracy or ours? 
Wed 7 May, 7.30pm, 

Claughton Green Community 
Centre, Blowers Green. 
GATESHEAD 

What can we learn from Lenin 
and the Russian Revolution? 
Tue 6 May, 7pm, 

Trinity Centre, High St. 
GLOUCESTER 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Wed 7 May, 7.30pm, 
Warehouse, Parliament St. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 
capitalism. A new society can only be 
constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 
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REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 


The present system cannot be patched up 
or reformed as the established Labour and 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present parliament, 
army, police and judiciary cannot be 


HARTLEPOOL 

What can we learn from Lenin 
and the Russian Revolution? 
Wed 7 May, 7pm, 

Hartlepool Library, York Rd. 
HARWICH 

Is this the best 

democracy we can get? 

Wed 14 May, 8pm, 


Longmeadow Community Centre. 


HEXHAM 

What can we learn from Lenin 
and the Russian Revolution? 
Wed 14 May, 7pm, 

Hexham Swimming Pool. 
HUDDERSFIELD 

Is this the best 

democracy we can get? 

Thu 1 May, 6pm, Coffeevolution, 
(cnrChurch St/ Wood St). 

HULL 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Thu 1 May, 7.15pm, 

Avenues Adult Education Centre, 
Park Ave. 

IPSWICH 

The media: 

does it control our ideas? 
Sun11 May, 7pm, 

CAB, Tower St. 

LANCASTER 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Wed 7 May, 1pm, 

Livesey House, University of 
Central Lancashire. 

LEEDS HEADINGLEY 

Are women equal today? 

Thu 1 May, 6.30pm, 
Delikatessen, Hyde Park Cnr. 
LEICESTER 

Blood, oil and imperialism: 
Israel— the hijack state 

Mon 12 May, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Mozart, London Rd. 
LIVERPOOL AIGBURTH 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Wed 7 May, 7.30pm, 

Collect Gallery, Lark Lane. 
LIVERPOOL CITY CENTRE 
Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Wed 7 May, 7.15pm, 

Magnet Cafe, Hardman St. 
LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, Yemeni 
Community Centre, Lodge Lane. 


Around 150 people attended a meeting by Tariq Ali on the Iraqi occupation and his latest book The Clash of 


Fundamentalisms in central London on Thursday of last week. The socialist bookshop Bookmarks hosted the event, 
where Tariq talked about the Iraqi people’s anger at the occupying forces. He said resistance would grow out of this 
which would not just be confined to Iraq but would spread throughout the Arab world: “We are not told that there is a 
dissident culture in Saudi Arabia and Egypt, but underneath the repression culture thrives which is vibrant and lively. The 
notion that it is not critical of its rulers is grotesque.” The future of Iraq and the UN was discussed, and there were calls 
to support the forthcoming protests at the G8 summit in Evian in J une. 


LOWESTOFT 

How do we get a 

world without war? 

Thu 1 May, 7.30pm, 
Havelock, Love Rd. 

LUTON 

Is this the best 
democracy we can get? 
Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, 
Hightown Recreation Centre, 
Old Bedford Rd. 
MANCHESTER CHEETHAM HILL 
The bloody history 

of British imperialism 
Wed 7 May, 7pm, 

Saffron Restaurant 

(bottom of Cheetham Hill Rd). 
MANCHESTER HULME 
Revolt and resistance 

in Latin America 

Mon12 May, 7pm, 

Arch Bar, Stretford Rd. 
MANCHESTER TRAFFORD 
Can there be a 

world without war? 

Wed 7 May, 7.30pm, 

Flixton House, Flixton Rd. 


» INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 
We oppose everything which turns 
workers from one country against those 
from other countries. 
We oppose racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. We 
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oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


I Fill in this form and send it to 
I POBox 82, London E3 3LH 
I 
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political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
» movement within the unions. 


Join the socialists 


I TU/ college/ school 


Phone 
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MIDDLESBROUGH 

What can we learn from Lenin 
and the Russian Revolution? 
Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 

St Mary's Community Centre. 
NEWCASTLE HEATON 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Thu 8 May, 7pm, 

Truick Road Community Centre. 
NEWCASTLE WEST 

Malcolm X and the 

fight against racism 

Thu 15 May, 7pm, 

Lynwood Business Centre, 
Lynwood Rd. 

NEWPORT 

If capital can cross borders, 
why can’t people? 

Tue 13 May, 8pm, 

Usk Room, Newport Centre. 
NORTHAM PTON 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 8 May, 7pm, 

Cafe Msaada, Kettering Rd. 
NORWICH 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Millennium Library, citycentre. 
NOTTINGHAM HOCKLEY 
How do we fight fascism? 
Tue 13 May, 7pm, 

Wall Cafe, Broad St. 
NOTTINGHAM ST ANN’S 

The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 

Thu 15 May, 7.30pm, 

Chase Neighbourhood Centre, 
Robin Hood Chase. 

PENDLE 

If money and missiles 

can cross borders, 

why can’t people? 

Wed 7 May, 7.30pm, 
Marmaris Turkish Restaurant, 
Manchester Rd. 
PORTSMOUTH 

What can we learn from 
the Russian Revolution? 


ROCHESTER 

If money and missiles 

can cross borders, 

why can’t people? 

Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 

Eon Cafe, High St. 

ST ALBANS 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century? 

Mon12 May, 7.30pm, 

Trinity Church, 

Victoria St. 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Does the media 

control our minds? 

Thu 1 May, 8pm, 

Cook House, St Mary's St. 
WALSALL 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, 

Palfrey Community Centre. 
WATFORD 

Is this the best 

democracy we can get? 

Wed 14 May, 7pm, 

New Trade Union Hall, 

Wickford Rd. 

YORK 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 14 May, 8pm, 

Priory Street Centre. 


BRENT 

Road map or dead end: 
can there be justice for the 
Palestinians? 

Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, 
Willesden Green Library Centre, 
High Rd. 

With BeccyReese. 

BROMLEY 

Palestine: is there a 

road map to freedom? 
Mon12 May, 7pm, 

United Reformed Church. 
CAMBERWELL & PECKHAM 
The Project for the 

New American Century 


CLAPTON 

Palestine: 

is there a road map to peace? 
Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 

Gulluoglu Bakery, 

Lower Clapton Rd. 

EAST HAM 

Is revolution possible? 

Thu 8 May, 6.30pm, 

Lahore Grill, High St North. 
ELTHAM 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Tue 13 May, 7.30pm, 
StMarys Community Centre, 
Eltham High St. 

EUSTON 

Lies, damned lies and 

the British media 

Wed 7 May, 6.30pm, 

Cafe Muse, MuseumSt 

(off Gt Russell St). 
HAMMERSMITH 

Do all revolutions 

end in tyranny? 

Thu 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Palenswick House, 241 King St. 
HONOR OAK 

Palestine: is there a 

road map to freedom? 

Tue 13 May, 7.30pm, 

Ackroyd Community Centre, 
Ackroyd Rd (off BrockleyRise). 
ILFORD 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 

Kohi-Noor, Ilford Lane. 
LADBROKE GROVE 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Tue 13 May, 7.30pm, 

Green Room, Paddington Arts 
Centre, Woodfield Rd. 
LEWISHAM 

Blood and oil: the real 
history of the Middle East 
Wed 14 May, 7pm, 

Hunkarim, Lee High Rd. 
LONDON FIELDS 

How do we fight 


STAMFORD HILL 

Is this the best 

democracy we can get? 
Thu 1 May, 7.30pm, 

Cyprus Cafe (cnrManor 

Rd/ Stamford Hill Rd). 

STOKE NEWINGTON 

Why is Blair backing Bush? 
Wed 7 May, 6.30pm, 

Bodrum Cafe, 

Stoke Newington High St. 
STREATHAM 

The Project for the 

New American Century 
Wed 7 May, 7.30pm, 
Boogalu’s, SunnyHill Rd. 
VICTORIA 

Can the empire be stopped? 
Tue 6 May6.30pm, 

King’s Arms, 

Buckingham Palace Rd. 
VICTORIA PARK 

Fascism: 

what it is and how to fight it 
Mon12 May, 7.30pm, 

Mojo’s Restaurant, 

132 Lauriston Rd. 

With SallyCampbell. 
WOOLWICH 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 7 May, 7.30pm, 

Friends Cafe, Barnard Close 
(off Powis St). 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 
What is fascism 

and how do we fight it? 

Thu 1 May, 8pm, 

MunbyRoom, Kings College. 
GOLDSMITHS COLLEGE 

The Project for the 

New American Century: how 
can we resist the neo-liberals? 
Thu 8 May, 5pm, 

Student Union. 

LEEDS UNIVERSITY 

The Project for the 

New American Century 
Mon14 May, 1pm, 

Student Union. 

LONDON SCHOOL OF 
ECONOMICS 

The Project for the 

New American Century 

Tue 6 May, 1pm, 

Underground Bar. 
NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY 
What is the role of the police? 
Wed 24 May, 3.30pm, 
Portland Buildings. 
SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY 

The Project for the 

ew American Century 

Thu 8 May, 7pm, 

Level 4, Student Union. 
SWANSEA UNIVERSITY 

The Project for the 

New American Century 

Wed 7 May, 1pm, 

Dining Room C, Student Union. 
WARWICK UNIVERSITY 

The Project for the 

New American Century 

Wed 30 Apr, 6pm, 

Meeting Room 6, Union North. 
With Matt Gordon. 
WIMBLEDON SCHOOL OF ART 
The Project for the 

New American Century 

Thu 8 May, 1pm, 

Common Room. 

YORK UNIVERSITY 

Blood and oil: the real 


Sun 4 May, 7pm, Wed 7 May, 7.30pm, the Nazis today? history of the Middle East 
Cafe Citrus, Albert Rd, Zara's Kitchen, Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, Thu 8 May, 7pm, 
Southsea. Camberwell Church St. Pasta Casa, Broadway Market. RoomD130. 

07946 269 024 07803 620 390 
Anti Nazi League Barnsley East London Portsmouth 
www.anl.org.uk 07881 558 590 07753 697 743 07801 290 411 
(0207924 0333 Birmingham Exeter Scotland (SW Platform) 
Globalise Resistance 07949 028 362 07939 558 115 07855 023 739 
www.resist.org.uk Black Country Hackney Sheffield 


(0207053 2071 


07941 834 125 


07788 770 741 


07905 678 506 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties South East London 
www.s topwar.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07951 737 003 

(020 7053 2153/ 4/5/6 Brighton Kent South London 
Socialist Alliance 07818 027 408 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
www.s ocialistalliance.net Bristol Lancashire East Southampton 

( 0207791 3138 07711 718 519 07968 952 180 07811 210 036 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire West Swansea 


www.defendcouncilhousing. 
org.uk 
(0207987 9989 


07950 142 464 


07931 725 633 


07759 901 392 


Camden & Islington 
07961 337 640 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07929 618 579 


Committee to Defend Cardiff Manchester Tyneside 
Asylum Seekers 07815 775 819 07946 413 763 07748 653 627 
www.defend-asylum.org Central London Merseyside Waltham Forest 
(07941 566 183 07957 316 094 07952 410 718 07796 697 271 
Spark Chesterfield Norwich West London 

(_ 07905 998675 07881 558 590 07733 137 201 07958 996 777 
Scottish Socialist Party Coventry Nottingham York 


( 01412217714 


07712 047 873 


07956 477 778 


07984 132 371 


GRIFFIN'S MEETING WRECKED 


ners take 


Campa 
on the 


“WE HAVE to stop the British National Party, 
make people more aware about the threat they 
are, and do much more campaigning.” 

Those were the words of Darlington council worker 
Margaret Clemence, who joined 2,000 trade unionists 
at last Saturday’s demonstration in Manchester against 


racism. 

The backdrop to the 
march, called by the Unison 
union, was the danger from 
more than 220 British Na- 
tional Party (BNP) candi- 
dates who were standing in 
this week’s elections. 

“The BNP have conned 
people into thinking they are 
a well educated, respectable 
organisation. They are a 
really serious threat,” said 
Margaret and her friend 
Marie Robinson. 

“People feel the Labour 
Party has let them down 
and you can’t vote Conser- 
vative, so what’s left? 

“We have been out drop- 
ping leaflets against the 
BNP through people’s 
doors. The BNP start by 
talking about asylum seek- 
ers. But they really want to 
get rid of everyone except 
whites. There are mixed 
race relationships in both of 
our families.” 

All the speakers, includ- 
ing TUC president Brendan 
Barber and TGWU union 


Le Pen 
humbled 


PROTESTERS in Cam- 
bridge harangued 
French Nazi leader Le 
Pen as he arrived to 
speak at the university 
on Thursday of last 
week. 

The 250-strong pro- 
test included repre- 
sentatives from two 
unions and a large 
contingent of students. 
They gathered outside 
Cambridge Union de- 
bating society after 
hearing that Le Pen 
had been invited to 
speak. 

Three of the four 
speakers pulled out 
when they found out 
just who they would be 
sharing a platform with. 

By the time Le Pen 
arrived a noisy crowd 
was positioned out- 
side all the possible 
entrances. 

He was so flus- 
tered he dropped his 
well prepared speech. 

According to some 
of those inside the de- 
bating hall Le Pen 
found it almost impos- 
sible to speak without 
his notes and against 
a relentless backdrop 
of anti-Nazi chants 
from outside. 

As Le Pen left the 
building he was sur- 
rounded by four of his 
thugs who threw kicks 
and punches at anyone 
who got in their way. 

We left Le Pen in no 
doubt that he and his 
fascist lies are not wel- 
come in Cambridge. 
DEBBIE DAVIES 


*When 
politicians use 
words like 
“swamping” it 
helps the BNP 
to grow 


leader Bill Morris, urged 
people to stand up against 
the BNP. 

Many of the speakers also 
attacked the witch-hunt 
against refugees. Michael 
Nicholas, from the firefight- 
ers’ FBU union, said, “Our 
union, affiliated to the Labour 
Party, is increasingly angry at 
New Labour’s policy which 
fuels racist tension and pro- 
vides an opportunity for the 
racist scum. 

“The home secretary that 
uses the term swamping is 
firmly in the right wing 
corner.” 

Dave Prentis, general 
secretary of Unison, said, 
“There are people fleeing 
famine, disease, and war, 
and our politicians use in- 
flammatory language like 
swamping and flooding. 

“The fascists have got to 
be stopped in their tracks. 
The spawning ground for 
the far right is the northern 
towns. 

“We had a wake up call 
last year. We have to pledge 
to step up our campaigning.” 

Unfortunately Saturday’s 
march did not measure up to 
the threat posed by the BNP. 
Nor did it genuinely reflect 
the scale of anti-racist feel- 
ing among Britain’s trade 
unionists. 

It was small because the 
union leaders did not push 
hard enough to build it. 

They did not repeat the 
intense efforts that, for ex- 
ample, saw 30,000 march 
through east London in 
1994 ona TUC anti-racism 
march. 

However, campaigners 
in several areas did confront 
the Nazis last week. 

Anti-Nazis succeeded in 
wrecking a BNP meeting in 
Sunderland on Wednesday 
of last week. 

The BNP was standing 
in all 25 seats across the city. 

Around 60 local people 
mobilised at short notice to 
barrack the Nazis as they ar- 
rived for the meeting. A 
group of them headed 
quickly away once they saw 
the protest. 

“The meeting was meant 
to be filmed by Channel 4, 
who had been in the area. 
But we spoilt the BNP’s 
plans,” says Ray Smith. 

“BNP leader Griffin was 


= == 
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NP threat 


Protest against racism in Manchester last Saturday 


forced to skulk into the 
meeting hours later to talk 
to the few hardcore BNP 
members.” 

This success comes after 
anti-Nazi protests forced the 
cancellation of BNP meet- 
ings with Griffin in Liver- 
pool and Guildford. 

Some 500 young black 
and white young people 
packed out the Love Music 
Hate Racism gig in Burnley 
on Sunday afternoon. 

The same day anti-BNP 
campaigners handed out 
Don’t Vote BNP leaflets 
round three wards in Burn- 
ley. Campaigners also 
leafleted five wards in 
Oldham. 

The recent protests show 
how local people, trade 
unionists and students at 
schools and colleges can be 
quickly mobilised. 

They are a vital part of 
ripping the mask of re- 
spectability away from the 
BNP, and showing the 
strength of the anti-Nazi 
majority in society. 

HELEN SHOOTER 


To contact the 
Anti Nazi 

=¥eTe [UKom e)aleyals 
020 7924 0333 
fo) melon) 
www.anl.org.uk 


THE BNP has had to hide 
its Nazi beliefs to con people 
into voting for it. 

A BNP election leaflet 
that appeared in Chatham 
in Kent shows it has tried to 
tap into the disillusion many 
people feel with mainstream 
political parties. 

It asks people whether 
they want to vote for “the 
same old corrupt Labour 
or Lib Dem regime which 
has let you down time and 
time again”. 

The BNP, like far right 
and Nazi parties across 
Europe, is hoping to take 
advantage of the deep sense 
of bitterness in society, and 
the fears people have over 
jobs and the crisis in public 
services. 

Thursday’s elections 
are one expression of that. 

But the BNP’s vote 
should not simply be dis- 
missed as a slap in the face 
for the main parties. 

The BNP aims to turn 
people’s anger in a partic- 
ular direction—racism, 


and in the first place 
against asylum seekers. 

Its vicious lies about 
refugees can gain a foot- 
hold when most of the press 
and politicians say asylum 
seekers are a burden on 
resources. 

In turn some New 
Labour politicians and the 
Tories then claim they have 


Picture: Richard Searle 


to be harsh on refugees to 
undercut the BNP. 

In Dudley, where the 
BNP was standing candi- 
dates in four seats, the 
Tories distributed a leaflet 
which claimed, “Seven 
asylum seekers will arrive 
in Labour Britain during 
the time it takes you to 
walk to the polling station 


Such propaganda pushes 
the whole debate on asylum 
to the right and whips up 
racism in the process. 

As BNP leader Nick 
Griffin said, “It is fun to 
watch the government and 
the Tories play the race 
card. This asylum seeker 
issue legitimises us.” 

A vital part of defeating 
the Nazis is tackling their 
racism head on. That means 
countering the myths and 
lies about refugees. 

It also means arguing 
that the BNP is really a Nazi 
party that inspires hatred 
and violence against anyone 
who doesn’t fit into what 
Griffin says is his dream of 
an “all white Britain’. 

Driving back the Nazis 
also means mobilising 
around issues like low pay, 
pensioner poverty, cuts in 
services, housing, and local 
facilities, and showing 
there is a positive alterna- 
tive to the politics of scape- 
goating and despair. 
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Ready to step up 
the action 


OME 140 nursery nurses 

ho are members of the 

nison public services union 
n Kirklees met on Monday to 
iscuss escalating their indus- 
rial action in support of a re- 
rading claim. 

They have already taken 
our days of action and will be 
iscussing a five-day strike 
ollowed, possibly, by indefi- 
ite strike action. 

The council has refused to 
nter meaningful talks and has 
pread lies about the pay offer. 

But the strikers have re- 
eived support from parents, 
ellow Unison members and 
he public. 

They need financial support 
nd collections are vital, as are 

essages of support. 

mSend messages of 
support and donations to 
Kirklees Unison, 20 Queen 
Street, Huddersfield HD1 
2SP or fax 01484 450 174. 


Reject this 
shoddy deal 


VER 70,000 Inland Revenue 
orkers in the PCS civil ser- 
ants’ union were set to begin 
oting on Thursday of this 
eek on whether or not to 
ccept a team bonus scheme. 

The group executive com- 

ittee is recommending that 
orkers accept the deal as the 
overnment has threatened to 
ancel workers’ 2003 and 
004 pay rises if the scheme is 
ejected. 

The Left Unity group and 
thers inside the union are call- 
ng for a no vote. 

The scheme will set member 
gainst member and areas will 
ave to compete with each 
ther to obtain bonus payments. 

INLAND REVENUE 
WORKER 


Acting against 
the Nazi menace 


VER 150 people demon- 
trated against the BNP Nazis 
ast Saturday to kick them out 
f Southampton. The demon- 
tration finished with a nine- 
our concert. 

When the BNP decided to 
tand in the council elections 

e organised regular mass 
eafleting. 

The BNP is now only stand- 
ng five candidates as opposed 
0 12. 

We are also planning a 
icket of the vote count this 

hursday. 
SOUTHAMPTON 
COALITION AGAINST 
NAZIS 


Opposing Bush’s 
plan in Colombia 


ROUND 60 people attended 
day school organised by the 
olombia Solidarity Cam- 
aign in London last weekend. 
Speakers included people 
rom Colombian trade unions 
lus campaign members who 
ad recently been in Colombia 
nd neighbouring Venezuela. 
The right wing Colombian 
overnment is pursuing a war 
o crush all resistance to its 
eo-liberal agenda. 
Thousands of activists are 
illed by right wing paramili- 
aries linked to the state. 
eorge Bush supports the 
olombian government and 
ilitary. 
Speakers argued that this 
as linked to the interests of 
ultinational corporations 
nd wider strategic US aims 
uch as undermining the 
egime of president Hugo 
havez in Colombia’s neigh- 
our Venezuela. 
mFor more information on 
the campaign e-mail 
colombia_sc@hotmail.com 


Journalists 


Bolton and Bury 


All-out strike 
hits the news 


SIXTY JOURNALISTS at the 
Bolton Evening News and 
Bury Times have been strik- 
ing against miserable pay 
and conditions at News- 
quest, a subsidiary of US 
firm Gannet. 

After two two-day strikes 
the NUJ union members 
walked out on all-out strike on 
Tuesday of last week. 

Senior management have 
continued to produce titles of 
much poorer quality. Manage- 
ment is under intense pressure 
and have already offered a tiny 
improvement for some staff. 

Deputy mother of the chapel 
(workplace union branch) Lucie 
McFall told Socialist Worker, 


“This dispute has been brilliant 
and brought people together. 

“Every single member has 
been on the picket line and ac- 
tively involved in the strike. 
The people who were nervous 
about going on strike have 
been the most enthusiastic on 
the picket line. 

“We have been inundated 
with messages of support and 
donations from right across 
the country. It’s been a mar- 
vellous experience. Whatever 
happens things can’t go back 
to the old ways. 

“Two-day strikes are not 
enough. It has to be all-out.” 

Management’s new offer 
goes nowhere to addressing 


the strikers’ grievances. More 
action is needed and an appeal 
to print workers for solidarity 
to stop Newsquest titles being 
produced while journalists are 
out on strike. 

NEIL McALISTER 

Strikers need cash to 
sustain the dispute. Send 
money to NUJ Manchester 
at NU, Fifth Floor, Arthur 
House, Chorlton Street, 
Manchester M1 3FH. E-mail 
messages of support to 
bradfordnuj@yahoo.co.uk 
and for Bolton and Bury to 
thomsonfamily20@cwtv.net 
HINUJ Left meeting, 
Saturday 3 May, 1pm, 2E, 
ULU, Malet Street, London. 


Act to stop bosses’ offensive 


LARGELY LABOUR-led 
local government employers 
are urging fire chiefs to rip 
up firefighters’ conditions in 
anticipation of a general of- 
fensive if the government 
beats the Fire Brigades 
Union (FBU). 

The Local Government 
Association has told fire au- 
thorities to start implement- 
ing those parts of the Bain 
cuts package that do not re- 
quire new legislation. 

Deputy prime minister 
John Prescott has asked au- 
thorities to draw up plans for 
station closures. He is remov- 
ing the legal clause which 
delays such cuts. 

Unnamed officials of the 
employers’ body have sug- 
gested imposing an even 
worse offer on firefighters 
and control staff. 

They are threatening to do 
that if the FBU does not 
accept the terrible deal its 
conference has twice rejected. 

This is designed to scare 
FBU members into accepting 
an offer that guarantees only 
4 percent this year and opens 
the way to massive cuts. 

Socialist Worker has learnt 


that the deputy chief officer 
in Lincolnshire talked about 
sacking all 193 whole time 
(full time) firefighters in the 
county. 

Mike Thomas made the 
threat to firefighters at a Lin- 
coln station because they re- 
fused to take on extra work 
while the pay dispute is on. 

He mentioned mass sack- 
ings and then said, ““Manage- 
ment run this brigade, not 
the FBU.” 

The new chief officer in 
London is Ken Knight. As West 
Midlands chief he oversaw the 
victimisation of leading FBU 
activist Steve Godward. 

“Knight has been on the 
leading edge of the attacks,” 
says Neale Williams of the 
FBU in north London. 

“In the West Midlands he 
said he would no longer 
process ‘failures to agree’ 
initiated by the union. 

“That is a key part of what 
the employers want nation- 
ally—to be able to say there 
is only an industrial dispute 
if both sides agree there is.” 

Fire bosses have compul- 
sorily transferred a fire- 
fighter in south London in 


Council workers 


JOHN PAGE and 
supporters lobbied his 
disciplinary hearing in 
Hackney, east London, on 
Friday of last week. 

The New Labour council 
suspended John with two 
other Unison union 
activists in December 2002. 

They had raised 
concerns about racism in 


a draft report to the 
council. 

The allegations against 
the other two activists have 
been dropped or reduced. 
John, however still faces 
dismissal. 

A strike ballot of all 2,000 
Unison members in the 
council began on Monday 
of this week. 
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breach of national discipli- 
nary regulations. 

When the chair of an inde- 
pendent committee said man- 
agers had acted outside 
agreements, they refused to 
turn up to any more meetings. 

“Fire chiefs have gone on 
the offensive because our 
union has vacillated and 
shown weakness,” says Neale 
Williams. 

“Accepting Burchill as a 
basis for negotiation will 
only encourage the employ- 
ers and the government to go 
for more. 

“We have to put pressure 
on our executive to change 
course at its meeting on 12 
May—reject Burchill and 
get strikes back on. 

“We’ve got to strengthen 
rank and file connections so 
we can hit back at whatever 
the employers throw at us.” 
KEVIN OVENDEN 
Organising resistance to 
Burchill and the employers, 
meeting for FBU members 
called by rank and file 
paper Red Watch. Thursday 
8 May, 7pm, Room Two, 
SOAS main building, off 
Malet Street, London. 


THE RESULT of a ballot among 
30,000 postal workers over 
London weighting was due to 
be announced this week after 
Socialist Worker went to press. 

The ballot covers postal 
workers in London employed 
by Royal Mail, Parcelforce, 
Post Office Counters, Motor 
Transport and Cash Handling. 

The London region of the 
CWU union organised the con- 
sultation ballot despite a lack of 
support from the national union. 

CWU London regional sec- 
retary John Denton said, 
“Royal Mail has reneged on 
their commitment to deal with 
London weighting. The cost of 
living in London has risen way 
beyond the rest of the country. 
In real money terms we are 
working for a lot less pay than 
the rest of the UK. 

“This is the next step in a 
continuing campaign to raise 
London weighting to at least 
£4,000 per annum. Parity with 
the Metropolitan Police is our 
ultimate objective. 

“We were expecting a mas- 
sive vote in support of our cam- 
paign and will take whatever 


Defiant on the picket line in Bolton 


BBC 


TO THE disappointment of 
NUJ union activists, BBC jour- 
nalists have voted against 
taking strike action in defence 
of two sacked colleagues. 
Union members across the 
country voted by 55 percent to 
45 percent against striking. 
The BBC Arabic Service 
sacked Abdul-Hadi Jiad and 
Adli Hawwari, an Iraqi and a 
Palestinian journalist, without 
warning in February. Both have 
a proud record of activism in 


Scottish Water 


SCOTTISH WATER (SW) has 
announced 1,400 redundancies 
over the next two years (900 this 
year and 500 next year). 

Around 1,300 jobs have al- 
ready been lost through volun- 
tary redundancy. 

A year ago the four unions in 
SW, Unison, T@WU, GMB and 
AEEU,went into a partnership 
agreement with management. 

Management has used this 
to bulldoze ahead with its own 
agenda. It is time for the unions 
to throw this partnership deal 
into the bin and start a fight- 
back against water privatisa- 
tion, workplace closures and 
job losses. 

UNISON MEMBER 


Postal workers 


steps are necessary to ensure 
the claim is addressed. 

“Unfortunately the issue of 
London weighting has been 
used as a political football by 
several candidates for national 
office in the CWU. This has pre- 
vented the union taking an adult 
approach to a real problem. 

“We expect the current 
deputy general secretary or his 
successor to deal with our 
claim and put the arguments to 
the employer.” 


LITHE NEW edition of the 
rank and file paper Post Wor- 
kerhits the streets this week. 
The front page finds Billy 
Hayes, the CWU union gen- 
eral secretary, calling for 
postal workers to unite and 
stop the north/south divide 
created for electoral gains. 
The paper contains state- 
ments from John Keggie and 
Dave Ward, candidates in 
the election for CWU deputy 
general secretary (postal), as 
well as activists’ views. 
CHRIS TAPPER 
Get Post Worker by 
phoning 07904 157 779. 


the NUJ. 

The result is a blow for the 
campaign to reinstate the two 
journalists. Members of the 
Bectu union for film, theatre and 
entertainment at the BBC’s 
Bush House had voted for strike 
action in a consultative ballot. 

Almost 65 percent of Bectu 
members voted to strike. 

“BBC management put out 
a lot of propaganda against 
the two journalists and pres- 
sured for a no vote,” says a 


Picture: Paul Maurins 


BBC worker. 

“The NUJ leadership put a 
lot of effort into winning the 
ballot. But the vote opens up 
questions of how you deliver a 
positive vote. 

“We need a rank and file net- 
work at the level of the chapels 
(workplace union branches).” 

NUJ members voted by 63 
percent in favour of action 
short of a strike. Activists are 
discussing continuing the 
campaign. 


Anti-occupation 


THE ALL-Wales Coalition 
Against the War, supported by 
CND, held an anti-occupation 
of Iraq demonstration in 
Cardiff last Saturday. 

Demonstrators marched 
through the centre of town, and 
between 500 and 600 people 
from anti-war groups across 
Wales took part. 

There were a great variety 
of supporters—young and old, 
black and white, including 
Iraqis from the local mosque. 
TERESA GOSS 


AROUND 200 people at- 
tended a May Day peace festi- 
val in Aberdeen last weekend. 
The event was organised by 


Saturday 10 May 
@Socialist Alliance annual 
conference, 10am to 5pm, 
Islington Green School, 
London. For details phone 
020 7791 3138 or go to 
www.socialistalliance.net 
@Globalise Resistance 
conference, 10am to 5pm, 
London School of 
Economics, Houghton 
Street. For details phone 
020 7053 2071 or go to 
www.resist.org.uk 

@ Demonstrate against 
Britain’s weapons of mass 
destruction, 1pm, 
Aldermaston AWE. E-mail 
info@youthstudentcnd.org. 
uk or phone 07967 392 
229. Supported by CND. 


Saturday 17 May 

@Free Palestine national 
rally, 1.30pm, Trafalgar 
Square, London. Called by 
Palestine Solidarity 


Aberdeen Trades Council. 

A substantial minority of 
those who attended are head- 
ing for Evian to protest 
against the G8 in June. 

DOD FORREST 


AROUND 45 people went 
to the Bury Stop the War 
Coalition meeting to discuss 
the local elections on Thursday 
of last week. 

The meeting discussed how 
anti-war activists should vote. It 
was resolved by an absolute 
majority to write to George 
Galloway declaring the meet- 
ing’s support for him and his 
courageous anti-war stand. 
GEOFF BROWN 


Campaign. 

@ Imperialism and the anti- 
war movement 
conference, 10am-5pm, 
Glasgow Caledonian 
University, Hamish Wood 
Building. Speakers include 
George Galloway MP. E- 
mail grscotland@ 
yahoo.co.uk or phone 
07985 797 022. Organised 
by Globalise Resistance. 


Saturday 31 May 

@Stop privatisation—the 
case for council housing. 
Defend Council Housing 
national conference, 11am- 
4.30pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Liverpool. 

Phone 07951 156 881. 


Sunday 1 June 

@Mass demo at G8 summit 
in Evian, France, as part of 
week of protests and 
counter-conferences. 


Friday 4 July- 

Friday 11 July 

@ Marxism 2003, central 
London. A week of 
debates, forums and 
meetings organised by the 
Socialist Workers Party 
with speakers from around 
the world. 
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Health workers 


No to an agenda for 
low pay in the NHS 


ALMOST HALF a mil- 
lion health workers are 
starting a vote on the 
government’s Agenda 
for Change proposals. 

Members in the Amicus 
nion started voting this 

eek, and the much larger 
roup of workers in Uni- 
on will vote from next 
hursday. 

Agenda for Change is a 
erious attack on every 
ealth worker. 

Many health workers 

ill be paid as little as 
10,100 a year for a full 
ime job. 

Even the Department of 

ealth admits that at least 
percent of health workers 
ace pay cuts. The real 
igure will be higher. 

Agenda for Change is 
lso about increasing pro- 
uctivity, introducing per- 
ormance related pay, and 
riving through flexible 
orking on the employer’s 
erms. 

Leaders of the unions 
re ready to go along with 
he government. 

But activists in Unison 
nd Amicus have organ- 
sed a serious campaign of 
pposition. 

The scale of the revolt 
as forced the union lead- 
rs to call for two ballots in 
he hope that this will 
ease through” the princi- 


ple of Agenda for Change. 

The first ballot is to 
allow a very poor three- 
year pay deal to be pro- 
gressed, and to allow 
Agenda for Change to be 
trialled at 12 “Early Imple- 
menter” sites. 

This will be followed by 
a second ballot in the 
spring of next year. 

Our leaders claim that 
all the problems of Agenda 
for Change will magically 
disappear within the next 
few months. 

This is unlikely, given 
that four years of inten- 
sive negotiations have 
led to such a disgraceful 
outcome. 

There is still much to 
fight for. There is wide- 
spread distrust of the pro- 
posals that could see them 
thrown out. 

In addition the govern- 
ment has made it clear that 
it sees the first ballot as the 
real decision point and 
they will press ahead re- 
gardless of any hesitations 
the union leaders have. 
This could cause further 
tension. 

The priority for every 
NHS activist in Unison 
and Amicus MSF is to 
work for the highest possi- 
ble no vote in the first 
ballot. 

HEALTH WORKER 


Scunthorpe, Grimsby and Goole 


On the picket line in Scunthorpe 


HOSPITAL WORKERS at 
Scunthorpe, Grimsby and 
Goole hospitals are stepping 
up their strikes against pri- 
vate health firm Carillion. 
The workers at the three 
hospitals organised a fourth 
24-hour strike on Thursday 
of last week. They felt angry 
and insulted at the latest 


Merseyside examples show that 
people at the bottom will get less 


AM a TGWU union shop 
teward and a healthcare assis- 
ant (with over ten years ser- 
ice) at the Wirral Hospital 
rust on Merseyside. 

Under the proposed Agenda 
or Change many of our staff 
ook to lose between £20 and 
30 a week. 

As usual, it’s the people at 
he lower end of the pay scale 

ho get hurt. 

Agenda for Change will 
esult in pay cuts for large 
umbers of health workers and 
hanges in the payment for 
nsocial hours and weekend 

orking could seriously disad- 
antage many of our members. 

It could particularly dis- 
dvantage many part time 

omen workers who work 

eekend shifts. 


Convene 


We are calling on our union 
o urgently convene a national 
onference for all TGWU 
ealth service shop stewards, 
efore such sweeping changes 
re voted on. 

One example of who will 
ose out is Margaret, a week- 
nd domestic. 

Margaret has worked as a 
omestic for the Wirral Hospi- 
al Trust for 19 years. 

She works 11 hours—Satur- 
ay 2pm to 8pm and Sunday 
pm to 8pm. She has a 30 

inute unpaid break a day and 
er hourly rate is £4.62. 


Under Agenda for Change 
Margaret would lose £22.32 or 
27.6 percent of her pay. 

Patricia, a catering assistant, 
has worked for the NHS for 29 
years. 

She works 13 hours a week, 
1pm to 7.30pm on Saturday 
and 12 noon to 7.30pm on 
Sunday. She has a 30-minute 
unpaid break. 


THE LATEST issue of 
Health Worker, the 
paper for rank and file 
trade unionists in the 
health service, is a 
must. 

It leads on Agenda for 
Change and the 
campaign against it by 
health workers. 

Our influence is 
growing. 

At Unison health 
conference the Health 
Worker fringe meeting 
was over 100 strong. 

Orders for the paper 
increase issue by issue 
with some union 
branches now taking up 
to 1,000 to distribute. 

They know that Health 
Worker will help answer 
the questions about the 
alternative to simply 
accepting whatever New 
Labour wants to dump 
on us. 

Please order your 


Under Agenda for Change 
Patricia would lose £30.17 or 
28.39 percent of her pay. 

I hope you can understand 
our plight. I read an article in 
Socialist Worker about Agenda 
for Change while returning 
from the last anti-war demo in 
London. 

PHIL REILLY, healthcare 
assistant, Merseyside 


copies now via your 
union branch or as an 
individual. 

MARK NEW 

@ Health Worker is 20p a 
copy. Subscribe via 
MarkNew3@aol.com or 
phone 07970 788 873. 
Orders c/o Mark New, 
Union Office, Wordsley 
Hospital, Stourbridge 
West Midlands, DY8 5QX. 
Make cheques payable to 
Sherborne Publications. 
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Agenda for change t ballot... 


offer from their bosses. 

The 400-plus porters, 
cleaners, catering and laun- 
dry workers slog their guts 
out for minimum pay. Yet 
their bosses are raking in a 
fortune from the NHS. 

Outrageously last week 
Carillion offered a lousy 
£4.60 an hour—far short of 
the £5 an hour the workers 
are demanding and just 10p 
above the new minimum 
wage rate. 

News then came through 
that the top boss at Carillion 
was paid bonuses of £141,000 
on top of his already massive 
salary last year. 

Carillion chief executive 
John McDonagh received 
£616,000 altogether. Two of 
his fellow directors were 
paid £390,000 and £400,000. 

Carillion saw its profits 
soar to £42.2 million last 
year. 

Even if the strikers get the 


Picture: Grimsby Telegraph 


£5 an hour they are demand- 
ing it would take them 14 
years to equal the £141,000 
in bonuses paid out to Caril- 
lion’s chief fat cat. 

Workers have decided to 
up the strike pressure. 

They planned a two-hour 
walkout this Thursday on 
May Day. They will then 
strike for four days next 
week, from Wednesday 7 
May to Sunday 11 May. 

Supporters need to in- 
crease solidarity. 

Make sure you do a soli- 
darity collection in your 
workplace and local commu- 
nity group or organisation in 
the coming week. 

Send donations and 
messages of support to 
Unison office, General 
Hospital, Scunthorpe, North 
Lincs DN15 5BH. Make 
cheques payable to 
Scunthorpe health branch 
hardship fund. 


Public services protest 


AROUND 100 trade 
unionists joined a Public 
Sector Alliance 
demonstration in 
Northampton last Saturday. 
Bob Crow from the RMT 
was the main speaker, and 


there were members 
present from the CWU, 
NUT, TGWU, FBU, Unison 
and Natfhe unions, as well 
as the local trades council 
and Stop the War 
Coalition. 


Picture: Tom Sullivan 
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Clarke tnes to 
divide unions 


THE education secretary, 
Charles Clarke, chose the con- 
ference of the second largest 
teachers’ union, the NASUWT, 
to launch a tirade against anyone 
who dares to oppose him. 

He attacked the larger Na- 
tional Union of Teachers 
(NUT) and its leader Doug 
McAvoy for refusing to agree 
to a plan to “remodel” the job 
of teaching. 

The leaders of the NAS- 
UWT signed up to the agree- 
ment in January. 

Despite their assurances, the 
government hopes to use it to 
reduce the number of teachers 
by getting appallingly paid 
teaching assistants to take 
classes instead. 

Implementation of the 
agreement and the gathering 
revolt over national tests 
(SATs) are set to dominate 
schools from September. 

After a short debate the 
NASUWT conference voted 
overwhelmingly with the lead- 
ership to back the agreement. 


Trust 


“T accept the vote,” one del- 
egate told Socialist Worker, 
“But I hold no trust for this 
government. 

“And it does not make me 
feel good to be lined up by 
Charles Clarke to have a go at 
fellow trade unionists in the 
NUT.” 

That is Clarke’s aim as he 
enters months of possible con- 
frontation that goes to the heart 
of New Labour’s two-tier edu- 
cation system. 

He praised what he called 
“modern, responsible” trade 
unionism at the NASUWT and 
contrasted it with the NUT 
union, which he implied was 
in the grip of “militants”. 

In fact the NUT conference 
unanimously called for a boy- 
cott of the SATs tests and for 
opposition to reducing the role 
of teachers. 


And significant numbers of 
NASUWT delegates said pri- 
vately that there was a strong 
feeling for joining the boycott 
of SATs and for opposing the 
government’s deal among 
members in their schools. 

“The government’s strat- 
egy is divide and rule,” one 
delegate from the Midlands 
told Socialist Worker. “We 
shouldn’t fall for it.” 

Delegates did vote for the 
union’s executive to call strikes 
if the government does not pro- 
vide the money for teachers to 
progress up the new pay ladder 
that it has imposed. 


Future 


But no one in the confer- 
ence made the point that the 
“remodelling” agreement is 
being funded by limiting 
teachers’ pay rises to below in- 
flation for the next three years. 

The disagreement between 
the NASUWT and NUT lead- 
erships over the agreement 
meant that forces in the 
NASUWT were able to delete 
any reference to merging the 
teacher unions in a debate on 
the future of their union. 

The conference pushed talk 
of a merger further into the 
background with a card vote of 
89,273 to 65,295. 

But the minority vote 
strongly reflected the desire of 
large numbers of NASUWT 
members to work with col- 
leagues in the NUT and not be 
used as a battering ram by the 
government. 

The NUT has recruited 
25,000 members over the last 
year. 

Local officers report people 
joining because of the strong 
stand the union has taken 
against the government. 

The NUT’s stand against 
SATs tests will also win wide 
support among parents and 
school students. 

KEVIN OVENDEN 


LEADING RMT activist Glen- 
roy Watson has been down- 
graded from his job as a tube 
driver to a station assistant in 
what the RMT rail union sees 
as a clear example of 
victimisation. 

Glenroy, a driver on the 
Victoria Line, has been an 
active union member for 20 
years. 

He has sat on the Victoria 
Line health and safety com- 
mittee and been a branch 
secretary. 

He is currently a health and 
safety rep and holds a posi- 
tion on the TUC race relations 


Guards 


GUARDS ON 12 train oper- 
ating companies are set to 
strike for 48 hours next Tues- 
day and Wednesday, with a 
further 48-hour strike on 27 
and 28 May. 

The action, called by the 
RMT union, marks an escala- 
tion in the fight to restore the 
safety role of guards and head 
off the further introduction of 
driver-only operation. 

“Tm really pleased the 
union is upping the action,” 
one guard on Virgin West 
Coast told Socialist Worker. 
“But we shouldn’t have to. It 
would cost nothing to settle 
this dispute. 

“We are not fighting over 
pay, but over safety on the rail- 


committee. 

Incredibly, he has been dis- 
ciplined after he took steps to 
ensure the safety of a cleaner 
who had been left on a train 
after it was “stabled” at 
Walthamstow on 21 Decem- 
ber 2002. 

Union activists on the Vic- 
toria Line and across London 
Underground were preparing 
to launch a major campaign in 
his defence unless he was 
reinstated. 

They are also fighting an- 
other case, concerning Tunvir 
Singh, which they also see as 
an attack on the union. 


way. Whenever passengers 
hear the truth, they support 
us.” 

“It’s right to stand up to 
those train companies that are 
refusing to protect safety,” said 
another guard from Central 
Trains. 

“Other trade unionists 
should rally behind us and we 
need to look at ways to spread 
this dispute across the rail 
network. 

“I make no apology for doing 
that. The government is spend- 
ing taxpayers’ money to bail out 
the train companies during 
strikes. 

“We are talking here about 
the worst companies, as nine 
companies have settled.” 
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Alter Thursday s 


vote organise io... 


Drive ie BNP Nazis 


back into the gutter 


THE BRITISH National Party (BNP) is a danger 
to everyone living in Britain. 

It was standing a record 220 candidates in Thursday’s 
election, and hoped it could make a breakthrough. 

The BNP tried to feed off the widespread insecurity 
and disillusion with mainstream parties. 


Many people fear losing 
heir job and worry if their 
ages will pay the bills. 

They worry about their 
hildren getting a decent edu- 
ation and long waiting lists 
or hospitals. 

But the BNP is the most 
angerous protest vote there 
S. 

It seeks to direct people’s 
itterness into racism against 
efugees. 

And behind that stands the 
NP’s aim of building a Nazi 
rganisation in Britain. 

The party’s leadership ad- 
ires what Hitler did in Nazi 
ermany. 

BNP leader Nick Griffin 
as convicted for saying that 

he Holocaust, the Nazi 
urder of six million Jews, 
as “a lie”. 

Griffin wants to build an 
rganisation that uses “well 
irected boots and fists” to 
et its way. 

He wants a country where 
he only people who are “al- 
owed” to live here are those 

ho can trace their origins 
ack “10,000 years”. 

The BNP has had to hide 
hese Nazi beliefs, as it 
nows the vast majority of 
eople in Britain hate what 
itler did in Germany. 

They pose as a “re- 
pectable” political party, 
hose leaders wear suits and 
ies. 


Griffin: Nazi 


Picture: Jess Hurd 


by HELEN SHOOTER 


But they want to turn all 
the frustration and anger 
people feel toward a single 
target—trefugees. 

Hitler singled out Jews as 
his scapegoat. 

He encouraged attacks 
on Jewish families and 
rounded them up in ghettos 
before shipping them to their 
deaths in gas chambers. 

He did not stop with this 
barbarism. He sent trade 
unionists, disabled people, 
socialists, Gypsies and others 
he regarded as “inferior” to 
be killed too. 

That’s the sort of Britain 
the BNP wants to create. 

Whatever vote they get in 
Thursday’s election, they 
have to be driven back to the 
gutter where they belong. 

That means exposing 
them for the Nazis they are, 
and mass protests to unite 
everyone who hates what 
they stand for. 
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Protesting against the BNP in Sunderland during the election campaign 


Picture: Ray Smith 


The lies they use to con people 


THE BNP has lied about refugees 
to try to con people into voting for 
it. 

One of its leaflets in Chatham de- 
scribes a pensioner living in poverty, 
waiting for hospital treatment, and 
whose council flat is in need of 
repair. 

The BNP claims that if she was 
an asylum seeker all her bills 
would be paid. 

It also says she would be at the 
front of the housing queue, get a 
free new cooker and central heat- 
ing, a free colour TV without having 


to pay the licence fee, and her win- 
dows would be cleaned every fort- 
night for free. 

Pensioners are in dire poverty. 
The basic state pension is just £77.45 
a week. 

Yet a refugee has to try to live off 
half of what a pensioner gets— 
£37.77 a week. 

That has to cover food, clothes, a 
bus ride, a telephone call to worried 
relatives. 

New Labour forces refugees to 
be dumped in run-down houses 
across Britain, sometimes far away 


from anyone from their community. 

Many of these houses have been 
unfit for anyone to live in for years. 

Refugees have reported being 
abandoned in a house without elec- 
tricity or heating. 

Refugees put in communal ac- 
commodation—just like students or 
those in an elderly people’s home— 
may not have to pay a TV licence. 

Refugees forced to live in de- 
tention centres do have facilities 
like this. But that is hardly a life of 
luxury that any pensioner should 
envy. 


No one flees halfway across the 
world for a cooker and the hope of 
getting their windows cleaned once 
a fortnight. 

And no one should be conned by 
the Nazis’ lies or their pretence that 
they care for poor people of any 
sort. 

BNP leader Griffin has made it 
clear that he has contempt for all 
poor people, calling people living on 
housing estates “‘scum’’. 

The truth is that the Nazis are 
the enemy of every pensioner, and 
of every ordinary family in Britain. 


Fuelling 


racism 


“FURY OVER Brit Nazi 
Plot” headlined the Daily 
Express on Monday. 

“Behind the political 
makeover are the same 
band of yobs, criminals, 
Nazis and football hooli- 
gans who have always run 
the BNP,” it argued. 

That conclusion is ab- 
solutely right. 

But the Express itself 
has churned out front page 
articles repeating the very 
lies about refugees that the 
BNP uses to try and build 
support. 

Much of the press and 
many leading politicians 
have encouraged hatred 
and whipped up racism 
against refugees. 

Then they wonder why 
the Nazi party of race hate 
gains confidence. 

Every time the home 
secretary David Blunkett 
has attacked refugees he 
has given a boost to the 
Nazis. 

Blunkett chartered the 
first plane this week to 
deport Afghan refugees. 

Afghanistan is suffering 
from the mess left behind 
from the US and British 
war two years ago. 

There are rival gangs 
ruling over the chaos in 
Afghanistan. 

In the village of Akazi 
last week 38 people were 
killed, including three 
women and 19 children 
who drowned in a river 
after fleeing gunfire. 

Blunkett wants to put 
even more Afghan families 
in the line of fire. 

Scapegoating of refugees 
by politicians and the press 
boosts rather than under- 
mines the BNP. 


From your newsagent 


Dear newsagent 
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Thursday for: 
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Worker, please phone 020 7538 3305 
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book Power and Terror, 
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